
Rental home totaledby fire 

Staff Report 

A house at 146 S. Third 

was destroyed by fire on 

Wednesday, March 17. 

The fire began when a 

3-year-old child caught his 

bed on fire with a lighter 

he d found. His mother, 

Jeannie Florentin, said her 

son, Cole, told her that he 

was trying to cook  his 

horse. 

At the time of the fire, she 

was at the library with his 

6- and 8-year-old brothers. 

She d left Cole home with 

his brother Lance, 15, and 

some of his friends. Cole 

had been with the boys 

but at some point slipped 

away 

When Lance noticed 

smoke, he quickly got everyone 

out of the house 

through a bedroom window. 

He ran to the neighbor s 

house to call 911, and 

then called his mother on 

her cell phone. 

After receiving his urgent 

call, she quickly drove 

with her boys to the house. 

When she turned the corner 

onto her street she said 

she could see smoke and 

fire coming out of the roof 

of the house. 

Fire chief Marvin Schauf 

said the call came in to the fire 

department right at 3 p.m. 

He noted that it was a good 

thing that the schools were 

on spring break because the 

normal school traffic on Third 

Street would have made it 

difficult for the two pumper 

trucks, one tanker, and the rescue 

squad to reach the house 

quickly. 

Schauf said the house was a 

total loss and that the family 

did not have insurance. 

I am a single mom with 

four kids and can t afford renters 

insurance,  she said. 

You don t realize what you 

have until it s all gone,  she 

said.  But I was very grateful 

that no one was hurt in the 

fire.  

For now, the four boys and 

their mother are staying at the 

home of Jeannie s mother and 

stepfather, Peggy and Kurtis 

Lauterbach. Jeannie would 

like to find somewhere else to 

rent in Clearwater so Lance 

can continue in the Clearwater 

school system. 

To help the family, Heather 

Davis has organized a benefit 

dinner that will be held at 5 

p.m. Saturday, March 27, at 

the Church of Christ Fellowship 

Hall. A hamburger dinner 

will be served and donations 

of at least $5 are requested for 

adult meals. 

If you would like to help 

serve or if you have questions 

about the benefit, call Davis at 

640-1417. 

Contributed photo 

Fire destroyed a rental house at 146 S. Third last week. 
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New fire station coming , 
/ 

Construction of a new Sedgwick County Fire Station 

in Goddard is expected to start this year. 

The new fire station will replace the current station located 

west of Goddard at Kellogg and Andale Road, and 

will improve response times in Goddard by several minutes. 

A nearly identical fire station to the one planned fo 

Goddard is nearing completion between Garden Plain 

and Lake Afton, with the same goal in mind for that are 

 improved response times. 

Once the new fire stations are up and running, the exist 

ing facility on Andale Road will continue to house EMS 

services. The new Goddard fire station was designed to be 

able to accommodate EMS services in the future. 

City officials are excited about the new Goddard Fire 

Station, and what it will be able to provide the community. 

The proximity of the new station is expected to 

lower insurance rates and add yet another level of service 

located immediately within the community. 

The site for the new fire station is long 199th Street, 

north of Kellogg. 
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Pres burn workshop 
The Sedgwick County Extension 

Education Center 

will be hosting a Prescribed 

Burn Workshop  on Wednesday, 

March 31. It will start at 

8:30 a.m. and be held in the 

Sunflower Room at the Extension 

Education Center at 

7001 W. 21st St. North (21st 

& Ridge Road). 

The workshop will have 

representatives from K-State 

University, Farm Service 

Agency, Sedgwick County 

Conservation District, Sedgwick 

County Fire De artment, 

and Se gwic County 

NRCS. They will be on 

hand with information and 

will answer your questions. 

The topics to be discussed 

in this workshop are: 

CRP and Wildlife, burn 

considerations, local regulaBy 

Gary Cramer 
Sedgwick County 

Extension Agent 

tions, burn terminology, using 

a burn contractor, insurance 

and liability, weather 

products, CRP and water 

quality, planning and conducting 

a burn, and burn 

equipment. 

Registration is $5. We will 

be providing a lunch, so we 

need a head count for the 

meal. Please call Jackie Fees 

at 660-0143 to reserve your 

spot. You can pay at the door 

or mail in a check. Send 

payment to: Gary Cramer, 

7001 W. 21st N. Wichita, KS 

67205, (make check payable 

to Educational Fund). 

There will be an actual 

burn demonstration  on 

April 1 (with a rain date of 

April 5). The demo will start 

at 8 am. with a short description 

of the procedures we will 

use. 

The field for the demonstration 

is a quarter section 

located on the west side of 

Cheney Lake, 810 E. Boundary 

Road, Pretty Prairie. Bill 

and Beth Drescher are the 

owners. The legal description 

is SEC 19 TWP 26 

RNG 51W. 

If the weather looks bad 

and you feel we may cancel, 

please call Jackie at 3 16-660- 

0143; she will have the latest 

information on the burn. 

Cultivating 

ilgriciilt ii re 
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Cultivating Agriculture ,i c 

j 

Prescribed Burn Workshop 

The Sedgwick County Extension 

Education Center will be 

hosting a Prescribed Burn 

Workshop  on Wednesday, 

March 3 1st. It will start at 8:30 

am and be held in the Sunflower 

Room at the Extension Education 

Center at 7001 W. 21st St. 

North (21st & Ridge Road). 

The workshop will have representatives 

from K-State University, 

Farm Service Agency, 

Sedgwick County Conservation 

District, Sedgwick County Fire 

Department, and S 
C& NRCS. They will be on 

hand with information and will 

answer your questions. 

The topics to be discussed in 

this workshop are: CRP and 

Wildlife, burn considerations, 

local regulations, burn terminology, 

using a burn contractor, 

insurance and liability, weather 

products, CRP and water quality, 

planning and conducting a 

burn, and burn equipment. 

Registration is $5.00. We 

will be providing a lunch, so we 

need a head count for the meal. 

Please call Jackie Fees at 660- 

0143 to reserve your spot. You 

can pay at the door or mail in 

a check. Send payment to: 

Gary Cramer, 7001 W. 21st N. 

Wichita, KS 67205, (make 

check payable to Educational 

Fund). 

Burn Demonstration 

There will be an actual burn 

demonstration  on April 1St (with 

a rain date of April 5th). The 

demo will start at 8:00 A.M. 

with a short description of the 

procedures we will use. 

The field for the demonstration 

is quarter section located on 

the west side of Cheney Lake, 

810 E. Boundary Road, Pretty 

Prairie. Bill and Beth Drescher 

are the owners. The legal description 

is SEC 19 TWP 26 

RNG 51W. 

If the weather looks bad and 

you feel we may cancel; please 

call Jackie at 316-660-0143 she 

will have the latest information 

on the burn. 
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( increase is the best choice 

in a difficult situation for KCK 

The 3/8-cent sales tax  

on the April 13 ballot is the 

most reasonable solution to 

the shortfall of funding in 

Kansas City; Kansas. 

The April 13 election is 

a traditional election at the 

polls, and advance voting  

also is allowed. Voters who 

request advance ballots were 

scheduled to start receiving 

their advance ballots in the 

mail in the next few days. 

Voters may request the advance 

ballots through April 

9. Walk-in advance voting 

is scheduled to begin March 

30 at the election commission 

office, 850 State. 

The sales tax would pay 

for public safety, including 

the police and fire departments, 

and for infrastructure, 

including curbs, 

sidewalks and local street 

repairs. The tax would end 

in 10 years, unless voters 

approve an extension. The 

sales tax is anticipated to 

produce $8.25 million a year 

for the UG, with $6 million 

going to public safety and 

infrastructure. About $2.25 

million raised at Village 

West would go toward paying 

off the STAR bonds at 

Village West, according to 

earlier agreements in effect 

there. 

The sales tax difference 

will be very small in the 

weekly budgets of area residents. 

For example, on 

$100 of purchases, the sales 

tax would increase about 

38 cents over the current 

amount, according to the 

UG. The sales tax would 
increase to 7.925 percent 

in most parts of the city, 

although Village West and 

Plaza at the Speedway already 

have higher sales tax 

rates. The UG says Kansas 

City, Mo., Overland Park, 

Mission, Lenexa, Leawood, 

\ 
Independence and Lees 

Summit already have sales 

taxes higher than the proposed 

increase here. 

The Unified Government, 

hit hard by $13 million 

of lost revenue from 

state and local sources, has 

spent the past few years 

chipping away at its budget. 

Employees went on 15 days 

of unpaid furloughs and 

at the same time, took a 

wage freeze to save money, 

resulting in a pay cut. More 

than 300 UG positions have 

gone unfilled. Early retirements 

saved more money, 

although the UG lost years 

of valuable experience. UG 
departments also reduced 

their spending by at least 10 

percent. 

Of special concern to the 

community are staffing levels 

at the police department 

and fire department. The 

police part it s staffing 

is already down by about 80 

officers, according to the 

UG, and the fire department 

also is not at full strength. 

Faced with the loss of 

revenue and trying to maintain 

services, the UG Commission 

weighed the alternatives. 

They stuck with their 

pre-recession decision not 

to raise property taxes. As 

property taxes traditionally 

have been high here, that 

was a reasonable decision. 

Property tax rates here now 

are lower than Leavenworth 

and Topeka, according to 

the UG. Property values are 

falling across the nation, including 

here in Wyandotte 
County. That means lower 

property taxes for residents 

and less revenue coming 
in for the Unified Government, 

if the property tax 

rate stays the same. 
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