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'Acéident'c

TR
laims life

of Randall Warner

A four-wheel vehicle
accident claimed the life
of Randall Lee Warner, 56,
Saturday, April 3.

It appeared that Warner
was going down to the
creek on his four-wheeler
during a controlled burn
when the vehicle upset,
pinning him against a tree.

Warner and son, Travis,

h—

were burning the field
north of Lebanon, then
back west on 120 Road to
X Road. Warner had not

notified authorities that he

would be conducting a
controlled burn at the loca-
tion, and because of this
lack of notification, when
a fire was reported at this
location at 1:19 p.m., the

Smith County Sheriff and
Lebanon and Smith Center
Fire Departments respond-
ed.

When the fire depart-
ment was in the process of
putting out the blaze,
Warner’s son, Travis,
found him pinned against
the tree.

*Continued on page 2
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“The coroner’s report
shows that Warner was
deceased before the fire
got to him,” reported
Undersheriff David Lloyd.

Funeral services were
be conducted at 10:30
a.m. on Wednesday, April
7, at the Heartland
Worship Center, Agra,
with Pastor Darrell
Schmid officiating. Burial
was held at 2 p.m. in the
Price Cemetery, rural
Lebanon.

In lieu of flowers the
family suggests memorial

Continued from Page 1

contributions be made to
various missions at
Heartland Worship Center
and can be sent in care of
the mortuary.
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Foundation
exposed in
near future

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

The foundation of the court-
house is suspected to be OK. This
piece of good news was told to the
commissioners by Shelley Chris-
tensen, maintenance department
head, when they met on March
31

Ms. Christensen was present
with Dave Flemming, county
road and bridge supervisor. They
said they believed the problem
on the east side of the courthouse
was due to buried drainage pipes
which could be cracked and leak-
ing directly orito the foundation.

Several months ago, Ms. Chris-
tensen had pulled away some
bookcases in the extension office
in the basement of the courthouse.
There was obvious water damage
causing mold and deterioration of
the plaster.

She and Mr. Flemming had
looked at the courthouse blue
prints which showed internal
drain pipes. Whea they went to

the courthouse roof, they found
a drain which was obviously not
draining like it should. In fact,
there was a small tree growing.
They had cleaned out the drain as
much as possible and it appeared
that the water was slowing seep-
ing away but not like it should.

The drain pipes which are bur-
ied are old and probably made of
clay, they said. Over time, they
have probably broken and filled
with dirt.

Also, along the east side are

bushes with large roots planted in :
aarea of rocks which are contained :

by a metal edging that is holding
the rain and sprinkler water.

Clerk Terry Miller had called
the engineer who had designed

.the courthouse steps but he was

busy. Feeling that the project
needed more immediate attention,
the commissioners agreed with
Ms. Christensen and Mr. Flem-
ming that the bushes needed to be

removed. The county’s road and
See FUTURE on Page 10 {;
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bridge crew will be pulling the
-bushes out and then the dirt will
-be removed from the east side of
the building.

We will maybe be able to find
out what the problem is so we can
get it fixed, Ms. Christensen said.
And, she and the commissioners
agreed that this could save the
county the money of hiring an en-
gineer.

Road and bridge
department report

The commissioners signed ares-
olution making a road west of St.
Francis and south of US. 36 into a
minimum maintenance road. See
resolution elsewhere in this issue.
They also signed a permit allow-
ing Eagle Communications to ac-
cess ditches and bore under Road
O if needed.

Road O is the old Wheeler
highway which runs between St.
Francis and Wheeler. Mr. Flem-
ming had three different samples
of rock to use in chip sealing this
road. Commissioner Dale Patton
told him there was another place
to get the chips which wasn’t too

far and might be cheaper.

The old highway was used as
a detour and, at that time, was
paved. Earlier, the cracks were
sealed but with warmer weather,
the substance has sunk and the
company that did the sealing said
they would come back. No deci-
sion was made on the road.

Mr. Flemming gave his annual
road and bridge report.

He said, on a rainy day, the
crew had rewired the shop in St.
Francis. He talked about bridge
and road work done in the county
and plans to repair another bridge.
Commissioner, Ernie Ketzner
asked about plans for roads in the
eastern part of the county. Com-
missioner Andy Beikman asked
why the solid waste site needed to
have a land title? Mr. Flemming
said that the government required
it.

Letter discussed
Aletter from Vickie Schliep was

read. The letter expressed con-
cerns about the condition and ap-
pearance of the corner lot owned
by Doug Austin located along east
U.S. 36. After discussion, Attor-
ney Kari Gilliland said she would
compose a letter to be sent to Mr.
Austin. The letter will be signed
by the commissioner chairman
and the mayor of St. Francis.

Emergency medical service

report

Jannelle Bowers, emergency
medical service director, present-
ed ambulance license applications
and Chairman Ketzner signed
them. She said she had received a
grant of $4,575 to be used to help
pay for the emergency medical
technician bridge class which is
being taught.

Two new cordless suction units
are needed for ambulances. Mrs.
Bowers said they will be pur-
chased using memorial money.

" High Plains Mental Health

Walt Hill, director; Carol Rog-
ers, Illene O’Leary and Tammy
Pettijohn all representing the High
Plains Mental Health talked about

«cuts in state funding and staffing.
Mr. Hill said he understood how
counties were trying to absorb
all the funding cuts because they
were also going through these
cuts. He said the organization had
cut five staff members. He hoped
the commissioners would not cut
the mental health funding.

Last year in Cheyenne County,
the organization had seen 51 resi-
dents. Seventeen were new admis-
sions.

New this year was the mental
health first aid training given in the
counties free of charge. Mrs. Rog-
ers had attended one of the classes
held in St. Francis and said it had
given a lot of very good informa-
tion. She encouraged anyone to
attend. Mr. Hill said the training
has been well received by police,
emergency medical technicians
and hospital employees.

Mr. Hill said that questions had
been raised that some of the partic-

ipating counties were not funding
their fair share but, what was a fair
share. Mrs. Rogers, who is chair-
man of the board, has helped put

together a County Funding Com-
mittee which has set bench marks
for counties based on the number
of residents, patients served, if
there is an office in the county and
the payroll.
Maintenance agreement
approved

Bruce Webb, county appraiser,
and Bruce Schneider, representing
R and S Digital, spent considerable
time talking about maintaining the
county mapping system. They
finally agreed to sign the mainte-
nance agreement for $5,354.

Grant for fire department

Cody Beeson, répresenting the
Bird _City Fire Department, said
he was applying for a $40,000
grant to be used for bunker gear.
The county and city of Bird City
would each pay 5 percent but he
needed to make sure he could use
the county’s employee identifica-
tion number. The commissioners
agreed that using the identification
number was OK and they would
pay for 5 percent of the cost.

In other business

In other business:

+ Kari Gilliland, county attorney,
discussed the Airport Authority’s
name being changed to Alirport
Commission. She said that having
the name changed in the minutes
was sufficient and no resolution
was needed.

* Danny Schlittenhardt and Jus-
tin Lohr, noxious weed supervi-
sors, were given permission to at-
tend a meeting.

« Bonnie Arnknecht, represent-
ing Solid Rock Baptist Church,
brought in treats for the commis-
sioners.

* Dolores Jenik, treasurer, talked
about money which may be taken
away from the taxpayers. She
urged people to contact all Kansas
legislators (see article elsewhere
in this issue). She also said that
Marjorie Peter is planning to re-
tire in June.

Next meeting

The next commissioners’ meet-
ing will be held at 8 a.m. on Thurs-
day, April 15, in the commission-
ers’ room in the courthouse.
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Local firemen injured in tank'
battery fire north of Codell

“We were very, very fortu-
nate we didn’t lose somebody,”
said Stockton Assistant Fire
Chief Jon Voss as he related the
harrowing experience of
fighting the tank battery fire

burns on his hands, face and
neck, and was Life Watched to
the Burn Center at Via Christi
Hospital in Wichita from Hays
Medical Center, where he
received skin grafting on one

Stockton Thursday night, April 1st. An hand. He was expected to be
Sentinel angry thunderstorm with lots :
Stockton,KS of dangerous lightning moved released Tuesday.
Circ. 1785 through the area quickly but Cellmer says, “I heard what
’ not before lightning struck one sounded like a giant toilet flush,
From Page: of two oil tanks; filled with two and I knew instantly what it
1 loads of crude oil, in a battery was. It was the tank had let go.”
4/8/2010 located at 24 & U Road six miles One of the tanks had erupted.
31699 north of Codell. The oil in the But at that point he was okay.

tank was ignited and fire
fighting personnel from
Plainville, Stockton, Woodston,
Natoma, and Ellis, Graham and
Russell Counties were called to
the scene at 10:30 p.m.

As the fire raged, the oil
tank collapsed, and the oil ran
out. The dike built around the
tank,-purposely to catch and
hold the oil if such an accident
occurred, was not big enough to

| hold it. The burning oil and

wind-driven heat “super-
heated” the other tank, accord-
ing to Voss, and it exploded,
sending split pieces of the tank
flying through the air.

Six firemen were sent to the
Rooks County Health Center for
treatment—five from Plainville,
and one from Stockton, Greg
Moore, who was sent as a
precautionary measure after he

dove into a water tank to escape
the heat and flames. Four of the
Plainville firemen were
released.

Plainville Fire Department
member Ryan Cellmer sus-

tained second- and third-degree-

He noticed a department
pickup was close to the flames
so he jumped in to move it to
safety.

Cellmer says within about 10
seconds the truck was sur-
rounded by flames and Cellmer

was trapped inside. He could

. see the flames on both sides.
The other tank had exploded
and shot flames all around his
truck.

He says, “The cab started
filling up with smoke and I told
myself Igot to get the hell out
of here.” As he got out of the
truck he caught fire. He was in
his firefighter gear but he could
feel the fire burning on the
back of his head and neck. His
hand was on fire, too.

Cellmer dropped to the
ground and rolled to put
himself out. He knew he was
hurt and told his chief to take
him to the hospital. From Hays _
Medical Center he was air lifted
to Via Christi.

B Conminuep ON KAGE 5A 1

A BRUSH TRUCK belonging to the Plainville Fire Department was one of the
casualties of the tank battery fire and explosion Thursday evening at 24 & U
Road. The Phillipsburg Fire Department has graciously loaned them a truck
to use until this one can be replaced.
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