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Regional Fire School to be hosted
by the Kansas State Firefighters
Association, Inc. in cooperation
with the Graham County Fire
Department. —

According to Graham County
Fire Chief and Emergency Services
Coordinator Mickie Helberg, the
special training event is planned for
this Saturday and Sunday, April 10
and 11.

One of four such schools planned
for this spring across the state of
Kansas, the event is open to all
Kansas firefighters and EMT’s.
Bunker gear is required to
participate in the school.

Activities in Hill City are set to
get underway at 8:00 a.m. on both
Saturday and Sunday with classes
to be held at the Hill City Ele-
mentary School and the “hands-on”

edge of Hill City.

K The Saturday, April 10, topics

will include: “Vehicle Extrication,”

i

“Structural Firefighting for small
departments,” “Defensive Driving,”
and “Firefighter ~Safety and
Survival.” The Saturday afternoon
features  will be:  “Vehicle
Extrication,” “Structural Firefight-
ing for small departments,”
“Defensive Driving,” and “Search
& Rescue.”

Sunday morning sessions will
include: “Vehicle Extrication,”
“Vehicle Fires,” and ‘“Lessons
Learned.” Wrapping up the
activities on Sunday afternoon will
be work with the “Kansas State
Firefighters Association, Inc. burn
trailer, which will be located at the
Graham County Fairgrounds.
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Firefighters made eight
.:ambulance runs on Friday,
11 Saturday and seven
‘Sunday.

. There were three fire
‘calls on Saturday. The first
‘came at 11:58 a.m. A gas
‘meter at 2530 20th St. was
‘leaking after being hit by a
ivehicle a few minutes ear-
lier.
. At5:17 p.m. they
{responded to an unauthor-
j ized burning in the city at
i 711 Baker Ave. and issued
’ a citation. At 5:20 p.m.
é\ey responded to a pile of
ees on fire at the diver-
“ sion dam. Fish and Game
" was burning the trees that
' had been cleaned from the
: rgver, and advised the pile
- would burn throughout the
* night.
Other fire departments
- Alarge grass fire in
Stafford County coming
toward Barton County was
reported at 1:50 p.m.
Saturday. Ellinwood Fire
¢ Department was alerted
Lfsr a mutual aid request.

P unnt Dand Dalica

‘ : /(1 Great Bend Fire
: U\ Department
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Cherm(ee Lanes Bowling Alley And Restaurant Damaged In Weekend Fire

Cherokee Lanes, located at
1501 E. River in Eureka, re-
ceived heavy smoke, structur-
al and heat damage on Friday
evening of last week, when a
fire broke out in the waitress
serving and bar area of the
restaurant.

At approximately 10:24 p.m.
Eureka City Fire Department,
Greenwood County Sher-
iff's deputies and Greenwood
County EMS responded to the
report of a fire. -

According to Doug Williams,
Eureka City Fire Chief, the
fire department found heavy

smoke coming from the build-
ing and restaurant windows
were smoked over when they
arrived.

The building has living quar-
ters in the Southeast part and
at the time of arrival, rescue
personel did not know if there
were any occupants on the
premises.

The crews made initial entry
through the North main doors
with thermal imaging cameras
and forcible entry tools, where
they found high heat  condi-
tions throughout the building.

Shortly after, an employee of

the business arrived and ad-

vised there were not occupants
in the facility and unlocked the
North glass entry doors to the
café portion of the building.

The fire department forced
entry to the South main doors
and to the door to the residence
portion.

Greenwood County Sheriff’s
deputies closed the highway,
River Street, to allow access to
residence portion of the build-
ing received light smoke dam-
age. Roof and structural dam-
age was incurred in the area
over the fire.

The Kansas State Fire Mar-
shall’'s investigator arrived
Saturday morning and deter-
mined the cause of the fire to
be discarded smoking materi-
als in a trash can in the wait-
ress serving and bar area.
another hydrant on the North
side of the road if needed. The
highway was reopened approx-
imately 30 minutes later when
it was determined that the hy-
drant wasn’t needed.

Firefighters were able to
keep the fire contained to the
bar and serving area, however,
heavy smoke and heat damage
occurred throughout the busi-
ness portion of building. The
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Life safety concerns stressed in Opera House project

BY ALAN RUSCH
Ellsworth County I-R

WILSON — A briefing
on the Wilson Czech
Opera House from struc-
tural engineer Donald
McMican of DGM
Consultants in Overland
Park dominated Monday’s
meeting of the Wilson City
Council.

McMican said his main
concern was for what he
described as “life safety.”

“We have the American
Legion that wants to occu-
py an existing building,” he
said.“They are relying on a
wall that has been part of
the fire. So at the very
least, one could brace the
walls, so a person could go
safely inside and clear the
debris, then survey that
east wall of the American
Legion, the west wall of the
Opera House, and repair
that wall.”

McMican was hired by
the Wilson Opera House
Preservation Alliance, a
group formed by preserva-
tionist Roger Hubert of
Sylvan Grove.

“The American Legion
building has a desire to
keep a certain wall,”
McMican said. “In order to
get in and do all the things
that need to be done to
that wall, life safety of the
other walls, so people can
go over there, has to be
assured.”

McMican said he wasn’t
sure what part of the
Urgent Need grant, which
calls for demolition and
clean-up of the debris, calls
for the debris to be taken
from the inside of the
remains of the Opera
House, so the walls could
be safely taken down after

|

the east wall of the Wilson
American Legion is fully
stabilized.

“We don't want to lose
that,” he said.

“All we are trying to do is
the very best with what we

have,” Mayor Eleanor

Hunter said.

“The Opera House came
to the city for help,” said
P.J. Kasper, Wilson's assis-
tant city attorney, noting
the city wants to look at
the welfare of its citizens.

Kasper said city officials
are waiting to hear if the
Urgent Need grant, which
has a maximum of
$400,000, could be amend-
ed so the remains of the
structure would not be
demolished.

“That’s something we
don't know,” Kasper said.
“Where we are right now is
that it really depends on
what happens with that
grant. We have to see what
the options are.”

Council member Leland
Francis said the Urgent
Need grant as it is written
now states the project is
for demolition and] clean-
up. -
“If someone can come up

" with the money to save it,

I'm all for it,” he said.

“We are not here want-
ing to destroy it,” Council
member Cindy Heinze
said. “We've done what we
were asked to do.”

“These people have
worked very hard with the
best intentions all around,”
Hunter said.

Francis suggested the city
council step back from fur-
ther discussion of the mat-
ter until the engineers for
the city, Wilson American
Legion and the Wilson
Opera House Preservation

Alliance can meet with the
Wilson Opera House
Corporation board of
directors and decide a plan
of action.

“Then we can give it
either an up or down,” he
said.

As he has in the past,
Hubert began to question
Hunter about her dual role
as mayor and a board
member of the Opera
House Corporation. His
questions brought an angry
response from Eoth Hunter
and council member

Leland Francis, who criti-
cized Hubert for his
unsubstantiated verbal
attacks against Hunter.

Following the exchange,
Wilson Police Chief Mike
Schoenhofer suggested
Hubert leave the meeting.

In other business:

+ Kasper said the city has
receivecF a contract from
the state to voluntarily
clean up the petroleum
contamination discovered
two years ago north of the
city shop.

“That’s what we are
going to sign,” he said.

The council approved the
agreement as well as a
$%,OOO oversight retainer
fee which is required by the
state.

Wilson now has 24
months to complete the
clean up project.

+ Jim Jackson, the new
executive director of the
Smoky Hill Development
Corporation, introduced
himself and gave a brief
update on his meetings
with local business owners.

“There’s a lot of opportu-
nities for things over here,
and we look forward to
working with you,” he said.

+ Building permits for

Darrell and Jeannie
Thrasher and Bob and Eva
Grauer were approved.

+ The purchase of a 2010
John Deere backhoe from
Murphy Tractor in Great
Bend for $54,969 was
approved.

+ After a five minute
executive session to discuss '
non-elected personnel, the
hiring of Carolyn Nondorf, :
Tye Soukup and Aaron -
Watts as summer employ-
ees was approved. '

+ Susan Kiriley, city clerk, .
showed council members
the brochure Kaitlyn
Ptacek designed to pro-
mote Wilson.

“She did a great job,”
Kriley noted.

+ Francis was selected to ,
succeed Charline Stoppel
as the council’s representa-
tive on the Smoky Hill '
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Development Corporation.
+ A 50 cent per hour -~
raise for city employee ‘
Janiece Kornmeyer, from |
$8.50 to $9, was approved.._
+ Schoenhofer reported =
the camcorder in his patrol”
car needs replacing. He
noted it would cost y
between $350 to $400 to

repair it, but a new cam-

corder could be purchased

for under $2,000.

“It saves us on com- :
plaints,” he said. “I think we
should have one.”

+ The purchase of six
new Watchdog pagers, for
the Wilson Fire

Department, at a total of

$2,394, was approved.

+ The purchase of a set
of bases, two bats and a
new pitching machine was
ap}lzroved.

he next meeting of the
Wilson City Council will be
at 5 p.m. Monday, April 19,
at city hall.
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Chief informs council of DeCou resignation

WINNERS-Jessica Gamez and Dalton Hensley are
recognized by Mayor McDaniel for winning the local
Arbor Day contests held at both grade schools. All
posters made by the Fifth graders will be on display

at the Ellis Travel Plaza.

Nickole Byers/Ellis Review

The Ellis City Council
meeting held Monday,
April 5, was short and to
the point,

Being the last meeting
for councilmembers David
Basgall, Kip Johnson and
John Walz, all motions and
seconds were quick, the

meeting, without the exec-
utive sessions at the end,
was under 45 minutes long.

Kicking off the meeting
was the reading of the
Arbor Day proclamation by
Mayor Dave McDaniel and
recognition of local poster
winners.




