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. 199 —
ires Monday

The Cunningham Vol-
unteer Fire Dept. responded
to two fires Monday, June
29.  The volunteers were
called out at 2:42 p.m. to
extinguish a stubble fire at
Bob Renner’s field, three
miles east and one south of
Cunningham. No machin-
ery was damaged and no
injuries were reported. Ten
fire fighters responded and
quickly had the fire out.

Ataround 10:15, the vol-
unteers were called to a fire
southeast of town at the city
burn site. The cause of the
fire was unknown. A trac-
tor and disc from the Gary
Sterneker farm was used to
make a fire break around
the pit and the fire was al-
lowed to burn itself out. A
dozen volunteers responded
to the call.

The local fire department
recently received 1,250 of
used hose from Kingman
County Emergency Manage-
ment and sixteen radios.

The monthly meeting of
the fire fighters will be Mon-

day, July 6, at 6:30 p.m.
ay, July 6, a pm. ___/
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Résidents Have Say In Troubled Bentley Budget

By ROBB REEVES
THE INDEPENDENT STAFF

BENTLEY - “It’s bloody,” said one
resident.

“We’re getting too big for our
britches for a small, little town,” said
another.

These were some of the statements
made Monday night at the Bentley
City Hall as city government invited
citizens for a town hall meeting on
the city’s finances.

The city is preparing its 2010 budg-
et and faces a revenue shortfall
because of $215,000 the city does not
expect to collect in special assess-
ments and back taxes this year. Some
of the delinquency dates back to 2004
and it stems from development in
Castle Estates.

City manager Jim Heinicke told
the audience the city went $1.4 mil-
lion in debt (by way of a bond) five
years ago to build roads and infra-
structure for Castle Estates. In
return the developer, and homeown-
ers in the subdivision, were assessed
fees that were to be paid to the city
and the city would pay the bond off.

But the developer has not paid and
the city faces a mounting problem, as
it needs to service the debt and con-
tinue to operate.

“If the city were to walk away from
that debt, it would be very hard for
the city to service and transact busi-
ness,” said councilman Larry
Krueger.

Heinicke presented citizens and
council with four solutions. The best,

he said, was that the developer pays
the back taxes. Solutions A, B and C,
presented on a screen and handed
out, were a combination of cuts to city
services, spending reserve money, tax
increases, and utility increases if the
taxes are not paid.

/1

If the city were to walk
away from that debt, it
would be very hard for the
city to service and transact
business. //

— Larry Krueger

“It hasn’t been done in four years
now,” said Heinicke when asked if the
developer might pay the taxes owed.

Mayor Shelley Armstrong said she

has been in contact with the backer of
Castle Estates and she said there is a
chance the taxes could be paid.
Heinicke said the lots are sched-
uled to go into a sheriff’s sale next
year. He said they would be going into
a sheriff’s sale this year but a check
was written last year to pay the taxes
and the matter was no longer consid-
ered delinquent. Heinicke said the
check written to pay the taxes
bounced but by the time this was dis-
covered the property was off the
delinquent list and the process of

Please See Page 6
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foreclosing had to be started
again.

He also said a letter from the
developer guaranteeing the pay-
ment of the taxes that the city had
on file, was allowed to expire.

Both Heinicke and Armstrong
said the situation would probably
be resolved in a year or so when
the lots went to a sheriff’s sale and
a new developer took over. But
Bentley will be in a pinch until
that happens.

Some of the plans tossed around
included a 27.5 percent increase in
water and sewer rates or even a 50
percent increase, or increasing the

mill rate by 27 or 86. The current
mill rate is 45 mills.

If the city cuts services, and taps
its reserves, residents would see
an increase in sewer rates but no
increase in property taxes (see
accompanying graphic supplied by
the city).

Under this plan police, city
office and public works hours
would be reduced.

After speaking with residents
for more than an hour, Heinicke
said residents seemed to be favor-
ing cutting services, keeping taxes
down, using the city reserves and
revamping the police department.
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Stand Up For America Sunday

and City Wide Potluck (1

“Stand Up For America”, a patriotic service, will be
held at First Assembly of God, 1100 E. Grand in the gym on
July 5th beginning at 5:30 p.m.

“Stand Up For America” is an opportunity for every-
one to come out and honor our public servants and military
personnel. Recognition will be made to honor our city wide
police, fire, and EMS workers as well as those present who
have served their country. There will also be a memorial ser-
vice for those who have paid the supreme sacrifice in serving
all of us.

""" "Thére will be a community wide Pot Luck dinner so
bring your food and your appetite, and enjoy an evening with
your neighbor at 5:30 p.m. The “Stand Up For America” ser-
vice will follow at 6:30 p.m.

“Stand Up For America” is sponsored by Haysville
First Assembly of God, and West Haysville Baptist Church.

For more information, please contact Pastor Paul

@eene at 316-524-5800 ext. 125.
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Fire investigation

. Some commercial dryers in a
ttailer park service building were
damaged early this morning in a
fire that is being investigated as
agson by the Lyon County Sheriff's
Department and the Emporia-Lyon
County Fire Department.

€ service olfice/ laundromat
v&ihich serves the Green Acres
Mobile Home Park, was unlocked
athen someone went into the build-
ing and apparently started the fir€,
accordm§ to Sheriff Gary Eichorn.
« Portions of the building, owned

POLICE BLOTTER

by Scott Strahm of Emporia, also
were damaged.

The amount of loss was not
available this morning, Fire Mar-
shal Tom Andrews said.

Fireworks stolen

Approximately $700 worth of fire-

works was stolen on July 4 from the
First United Methodist Church’s fire-
works stand on South Prairie Street.
Lyon County Sheriff Gary
Eichorn said that the theft appar-
ently happened betweert mldmght
and 8 a.m. on Saturday. s
The case'is under investigation.
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By Letha Williamson
Satanta_firgmen and their families enjoyed a
carry-in dinner on Monday. The occasion was lo
honor Scott McDonald who has just petired from

. Scott has spent the last 25 years
serving the community as a fireman. Thanks Scott
for your many years of work,

June is gone already and now we are looking
to the 4th of July activities. Satanta Recreation is
planning a fireworks display at dusk on the 4th.
It will be held at the Jr-Sr High School football
field. Everyone is invited to come and enjoy this
display.

There will also be co-ed softball on the 4th.

\Wwilh the rec for more information.

On Sunday July 5th the United Methodist
Church will hold their regular moming services in
the park across from the church. After the service,
apot luck lunch will be served followed by games
for young and old alike. Everyone is invited 1o
attend this time of worship and fellowship. Bring
a lawn chair or blanket to sit on.

If you enrolled you child in the Summer An
program, remember that the first session will
begin on July 6. Art will be taught by Michelle
Kuhn and Drama by Lorena Melius.

Congratulations 1o Satanta Jr-Sr High School
for being one of a few schools to win 40 gallons
of paint through the True Value Foundation and




Hutchinson
News
Hutchinson,KS
Circ. 31592
From Page:

1

7/6/2009
31342

it e iasli Niws
L e

County:

Reno
31342-07-06_1002

Council to take a run /
at heavyweight agenda

m Siemens offer, budget,
alcohol issue, firefighter

contracts to be discussed.

By EbIE Ross

The Hutchinson News
eross@hutchnews.com

The agenda for the ,
Hutchinson City Council’s
Tuesday meeting is any-
thing but light.

The council not only will
discuss financial incentives

e,

proposed to be offered to
Siemens Energy, but they
also will talk about the 2010
budget and consider a re-
quest to allow alcohol on
public streets downtown
during Hutchinson Rockin’
Rollin’ Rod Run.

And finally, the council
will delve into ongoing
union negotiations with the
International Association of
Fire Fighters (IAFF).

See COUNCIL / A6




