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Winfield Fire Department officials monitor the burning of 61 cotton modules near Southern Kansas Cotton Growers gin in rural Winfield on
Saturday afternoon. (Special to the Courier)

Fire claims 61 cotton modules, truck

By ROY GRABER

A Saturday afternoon fire
destroyed 61 cotton modules and a
large truck at the Southern Kansas
Cotton Growers branch southwest
of Winfield.

A cotton module is about
9x9x30-feet.

The fire originated in one mod-
ule that had just been transported
from a field near Oxford, according
to Lt. Chad Mayberry, Winfield Fire

Department.

The hauler had just set the mod- \[1€S Were “a couple hundred yards

ule down in a double row when it

was noticed that the module was
smoldering. The driver tried to
move it away from the other mod-
ules, but others had already caught
fire.

The module that had started the
fire had apparently had “some fire
inside it,” said Gary Feist, general
manager of SKCG, an instance he
described as very rare.

By the time firefighters arrived,
the row of modules was fully
involved, Mayberry said. The mod-
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A truck used to haul cotton modules, valued at $70,000 was lost in a
Saturday afternoon fire. (Special to the Courier)

away from the gin and other struc-
tures, so firefighters focused their
efforts on protecting the structures,
the grass and an adjoining milo
field. p—

“There wasn’t enough water in
Cowley County to put those mod-
ules out,” said Mayberry.

The modules were lined up run-

ning east to west, Feist said, and
—

Mayberry added that wind, which
was in the south, was a factor in the
spread of the blaze.

Preliminary estimates on the
damage to the modules are around
$275,000, according to Mayberry.
The truck was valued at $70,000.

Feist said they are still a ways
away from knowing how much will
be covered by insurance. But he did
not seemed as worried about the
loss this morning as he was thank-
ful that the fire didn’t cause any
more damage.

“We’re just glad nobody was
hurt, and they were able to keep the
fire from spreading any further than
it did.”

The fire department was on the
scene for about two hours, while
workers with the cotton cooperative.
monitored the situation throughout
the weekend.

The fire does not mark the best
beginning for this year’s cotton har-
vest. Wet weather has kept many
farmers out of the field. Feist esti-
mated about 100 total modules have
been cut as of this weekend.
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/Firefigmis respond _)
" to rural Ozawkie home

Fire in the chimney area of the
James Hall family residence in rural
Ozawkie brought numerous fire-
fighters to the scene about 8:30 p.m.
Saturday. :

Ozawkie Fire Chief Dan Rosen-
cutter said the wood frame around
a triple-wall pipe leading from the
fireplace caught fire somehow and
spread to the roof.

The firefighters were able to save
the property with damage limited to
the fireplace area in the living room
and the roof.

. Smoke and water damage was
limited and Rosencutter said the
family was back in the home the next
night.

The Ozawkie department was
aided by firefighters from Rock Creek,
Valley Falls, Fairview, Oskaloosa, and
Nortonville.

The house is located on Sunset
Ridge Drive northwest of Ozawkie.
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KINDNESS FOREVER -
Motorists help
after accident

I'would like to say thank you to report the other person involved.

all of the people who stopped to All of the emergency personnel
help me after my rollover accident ~ from Soldier Township Fire Depart-
on July 1 on US-75 highway and ment, all of the officers from vari-
N.W. 46th Street. One lady stopped  ous departments, AMR personnel
and helped calm me down and and the emergency room person-

picked up my personal items from Dl for everything they did to take
the highway. Others made phone care of me after this traumatizing
calls to emergency personnel and experience, thank you!

my husband. A witness to the ac- ' Tasmmy Swalm, Delia
cident took her time to stop and
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(ﬁlre catses $100,000 in damages

Times News Service

An early morning fire caused
an estimated $100,000 in vehi-
cle and structural damage at
the Pottawatomie County Road
& Bridge Shops, 504 Cochrun,
Westmoreland, Sunday, Nov. 1.

The suspected cause of the
fire was an electrical short in
the fuse panel of a 2004 Ster-
ling semi tractor-trailer
parked just to the east of the
main shop building, Chris
Trudo, emergency manage-
ment director, told the Pott
County Commission Monday
morning.

The fire totally destroyed the

cab of the semi and caused
&—

N

extensive damage to the
attached 27-ton dump trailér,
according to Trudo. There was
also minor structural damage to
the adjacent shop building and
to the tires of a road grader
parked nearby.

The fire was discovered at
approximately 5:30 a.m. Sun-
day, and fire departments from
the cities of Westmoreland and
Olsburg extinguished the blaze
before it could engulf the shop,
which houses much of the
county’s heavy equipment.

St. George and Westmore-
land Township fire depart-
ments were also summoned,
but were cancelled enroute to
the scene. Trudo said. =
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'Straight out of ‘sci-fi’

Exercise
focuses on

WMD
material

By BOB JOHNSON

Register City Editor
Iola firefighter Mike
Aronson, outfitted in a pro-
tective suit fit for a sci-fi
movie, searched a dining
area in Iola’s National
Guard Armory for low-level
radiological material Tues-
day afternoon. Before Aron-
son and Pvt. Claude
Williams and Sgt. Patrick
Gordon of the Kansas
National Guard’s 73rd Civil
Support Team were permit-
ted to don the suits, their

vital signs were checked to
make sure they were physi-
cally prepared for the task.

In addition to the search
for radiological materials,
local responders worked
with CST personnel to
determine the extent of
injuries in a “man down”
situation.

The exercises, involving
elements of weapons of
mass destruction, were
staged by the CST for Iola
firefighters and Allen Coun-
ty Emergency Medical Ser-
vice personnel in and near
the armory. The training
was arranged by Jason Nel-
son, Allen County EMS
director, in cooperation
with Iola Fire Chief Don
Leapheart, and will con-
clude today.

THE TOPEKA-based Civ-
il Support Team — an out-
growth of Homeland Secu-
rity — is one of 55 in the
nation and contains 22 per-
sonnel, all full-time guards-
men, with a wide array of
high-tech equipment ready
to respond at a moment’s
notice to a biological, chem-
ical or radiological disaster.

“We’re trained to mitigate
any of them,” said Maj.
Scott Chew, deputy com-
mander of the 73rd. “We
can deal with meth labs and
anything else within the
scope of our mission that
poses a danger to people.”

The unit is dispatched on
orders from the governor,

(Cont. page 5, column 1)
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lola Firefighter Mike Aronson pulls on a protective mask
before donning a “spacesult” during an exercise here
Tuesday afternoon. —




video feeds of on-the-ground
activities.

A medical van is used both
to treat victims and prep
responders. A mobile com-
munications truck with
portable dishes for satellite

lola Register contact and a small van, also
lola,KS loaded with communications
Circ. 3720 equipment, keep the unit in
. touch with authorities any-
From Page:
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32351 Chew pointed out that com-

puterized devices permitted
transmission of sensitive
and classified information

without fear of interception.
Such communication capa-
bilities are important when
disasters like the Greensburg
tornado occur, Chew said.

“We can be there quickly

—— (s and provide communica-
tions with the outside world
when it otherwise wouldfﬂ
_be possible,” he said.

Register/Bob Johnson

Dressed in protective sults, from left, Sgt. Aronson and PFC Claude Willlams
Patrick Gordon, lola Firefighter Mike approach the lola National Guard Armory.




