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A huge cloud of smoke rolls from the east front side of
Randy Berg's home in Marquette. The home was
destroyed Thursday, Jan. 7, by fire. The home, located in
the 300 block of N. Jackson, was once owned by the late
Charles and Elsie Hudson.

19
Marquette home destroyed

The Marquette home of
Randy Berg was destroyed
Thursday, Jan. 7, by fire. The
home, located on the north
end of the 300 block of N.
Jackson, wasn't burnt down
but had extensive smoke and
fire damage, making it unin-
habitable.

A neighbor of Berg's
reported the fire at 9:20 a.m.
The  Marguette  Fire

Department,  Marquette
FMS, one Mo/r_g__ﬁ_r_e
Department unit, Lindsborg
EMS, McPherson EMS and
the McPherson County Red

Cross responded to the fire.
The fire started in the liv-

ing room of the home and is
thought to have been caused
by several electric ceramic
space heaters. Berg, a
Marquette native and MHS
graduate, was at work in
McPherson when the fire
started.

The Marquette _ Fire
Department responded
immediately and had every-
thing under control quickly
and efficiently in the frigid
weather. Department fire-
fighters were on site until the
fire was deemed out.

Berg is the son of Judy
Nickel and the late Lynn
Berg.
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Commissioners
December 30, 2009
The Board met in regular
session with all members
present. They accepted te res-
ignation of Don Lott Concord
Township Clerk, and ap-

pointed Bob Flegler.
Highway  Administrator
Copple and the board went
over his end of year finances.
Sandy Cline, aging depart-
ment, discussed the transpor-
tation issue. -
Sheriff Coleman gave a
- prisoner count of Sedgwick
County 22, Ottawa County
three and Saline and Cloud
counties two each. Coleman
said Sedgwick County will try
to fill up our jail after the first
of the year.

The commissioners signed
Resolution 09-25, transferring
available funds of $6,500
from the election find to elec-
tion capital outlay fund; Reso-
lution 09-26, transferring
available funds of $2,500
from the noxious weed fund
to noxious weed capital out-
lay fund; Resolution 09-27,
transferring available funds of
$5,000 from O&L #1 fire de-
partment fund to O&L #1 fire
department capital  outlay
fund; Resolution 09-28, trans-
ferring available funds of
$250,000 from the road and
bridge fund to special ma-
chinery fund; Resolution
09-29, transferring available
funds of $10,000 from fire de-
partment #3 Delphos fund to
the Fire Department #3
Delphos capital outlay fund;
Resolution 09-30, transferring
available funds of $10,000
from the Fire ent #2
Minneapolis fund to Fire De-

partment #2 Minneapolis cap-
ital outlay fund.
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Fif€ destroys house

A vacant house in Clayton burned
ju#t before 9 p.m. last Wednesday.

jennings Fire Chief Kerry Green
sajd the house, belonging to Joe
Rdbinson of Clayton, was being
used for storage. Noone livesinthe
home, said Chief Green.

he fire,said the chief , was prob-

ably caused by an electrical short.
H¢ said when he arrived, a power
line which had been attached tothe
sofitheast corner of the house had

£n burned off from the house.

Chief Green said he had the Ober-

o P
limand Norcaturdepartments paged.

to the fire, since there were lots of
buildings close to the house.

The call cameinaround 8:45 p.m.
He said the trucks were back at the
station around 12:30 a.m.

Nootherbuildings weredamaged
in the fire, he added, but the house
was a total loss.
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Tribune photo by Babe Ress

Flames and smoke fill the sky as an uncontrolled grass fire burns just east of Hopewell in the
northwest corner of Pratt County Sunday. Firefighters from Byers were called to the scene and
found a field of CHP grass on fire from an unknown cause, The easily put the fire out.

1 Hunters may have accidentally started the fire, The land belongs to Gary Curtis.
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flames. The fire was successtully contained; mmm

: Photo by Ben Marshall
Homeowner Forrest Riner uses a garden hose to contain a fire behind his residence at 41
W. Adams as firefighters Zach Boor and Rick Tommer (behind bush) prepare to douse
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{ov~r —.-—€ns Appointed as Syracuse City Councilman

by Michele Boy
Syracuse Journal
News Correspondent

On Monday, January 11,2010,
at the City Council meeting,
Mayor Tim Kohart appointed Joe
Stephens as the new city council-
man. “I encourage all those who
said they were interested to run at
the next election,” said Kohart.
“But I felt it was right that in the
public election this persontied and
lost on the flip of a coin.” After
Stephens was swomn in, he took his
seat on the council. Regarding the
appointment, Joe Stephens said,
“I appreciate the opportunity to
represent the citizens of Syracuse.
I will try my best to use a com-
mon sense approach for decision-
making along with my faith.”
As far as Stephen’s 2012 run for
Sheriff, Stephens said, “At this
time, I don’t have plans to run for
City council in the 2011 election:
But I do plan to run for Sheriff in
2012. Again, I stress, at this time.”

In other Council business, Fire

chief David Stimatze gave his
2009 fire report, and then stated
that they still had one position
open on the Fire Department.

John Kennedy reported that
the City of Syracuse did not
receive any monies from the
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG). However, all
agreed that it was an educational
experience and Kennedy felt better
prepared for next year's oppor-
tunity to apply. The application
would likely be in the fall of 2010.
John Kennedy explained, “The
CDBG Housing grant offers both
housing rehabilitation as well as
some demolition for condemned
housing. It is for essential re-
habilitation such as heating and
cooling, roofing, siding, plumbing,
etc. Itis not for cosmetic repairs.”

The rest of the meeting dis-
cussed a rezoning matter, 2010
salary increases, and an appli-
cation for a rural trash pickup
for a Kearny county residence
that does not have any service
provided by their county. The
council closed its doors for

two short executive sessions.

Afterward, City Manager John
Armstrong reported that the Sand
Park has seen an increase in mem-
berships, bringing in $25,000.00 in
fees. He also said there was dam-
age done on New Year’s Eve. The
police were notified and one per-
son is being dealt with at this time.

A low water crossing.was
brought up again for discussion. It
would help the Sand Park visitors
reach the community businesses.
Stephens suggested tags and fees
for the four wheel vehicles citing
a possible increase in revenue,
“If anyone violated the rules, we
can pull their registrations. It
would help Richard Garza.” John
Armstrong said, “The goal at this
time is to survive and bring revenue
to the community.” The issue will
be looked at again at a later time.

Risa DeVaney said she found
a tipping fee discrepancy. After
dealing with the matter, she re-
ported that she had the fees low-
ered $5000.00 in the last quarter.

The meeting adjéurned at 7 pm.
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Joe Stephens was appointed as a City Councilman Monday night, fill-
ing the position vacated by Tim Kohart following the resignation of Mayor Larry Ochs
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