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County replaces two vehicles with one truck 

Harold Campbell 

Thbune Repotler 

Neosho County commissioners 

Friday approved purchase of 

a vehicle to replace a patrol car 

that was rear-ended and totaled 

in an accident last Saturday and 

another vehicle that has the 

transmission going out on it. 

The commission approved 

purchase of a 2008 Ford F-150 

with 16,000 miles on it from 

Merle K Ford of I f mth county s 

equipment reserve fund. Sheriff 

Jim Keath said he had found 

another vehicle at Ranz Motors 

in Chanute, but that vehicle had 

already been sold. 

Damage to the patrol car was 

estimated at about $6,500. 

The commission Friday also 

authorized Chairman Hugo 

Spieker to sign an application 

for a pennit from the Army 
Corps of Engineers to install 

new support beams on a bridge 

south of St. Paul. Plans have 

been drawn up for the support 

beams and are ready to be published 

for the bid process. 

In addition, Road and Bridge 

Co-Director Charles Morse said 

the Corps of Engineers and 

Kansas Department of Wildlife 

and Parks have been contacted 

about the project. 

Morse also reported that the 

Kansas Department of Transportation 

has scheduled replac ment 

of a bridge on K-39 near 

Ottawa Road east of Chanute 

for 2013. A detour route will be 

determined later. 

In other business at Friday s 

meeting, the commission: 

 Heard a report from Health 

Department Administrator 

Teresa Starr on a flu shot clinic 

Thursday at the Memorial 

Building. The department had 

assistance from the 

________ 

Fire Faith House, M Henry, Brian Hall, the 

Chanute Police Department and 

the CERT team. 

Starr was allowed to buy 

gift certificates for those who 

helped from the county attorney s 

office bad check fund. The 

money comes from fees paid by 

persons writing bad checks and 

is not taxpayer money. 

 Determined the commission 

will meet on Dec. 23 because of 

the Christmas holiday and Dec. 

31 because of the New Year s 

holiday. 
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Eudora 1 

fire chief 

resigns 

BY DAVID OAJu AND M BOYLE 

DOAKES@1 HEWORLDCO.JNFO 

MBOYLE@THEWORLDCO.INFO 

The city of Eudora will search 

for a new fire chief after Randy 

Ates announced his resignation 
following three and a half years ol 

service. 

Ates, whose resignation will be 

effective Jan. 15, said he believes 

this is a good time to move on and 

is seeking a similar position at a 

larger department. 

Though things are certainly 

looking up for the fire department, 

I have come to realize that I am no 

longer the right person for the fire 

chief s job,  Ates wrote in a letter of 

resignation. I believe that a new 

fire department administrator will 

be of benefit to Eudora.  

City Administrator John Harrenstein 

thanked Ates for his years 

of service and wished him well in 

his future endeavors. 
Ates said he was brought in to 

help expand the volunteer department 

and to help salvage the 

EMS/first responder program. He 

is proud he has been able to further 

modernize the department, 

which has doubled its volunteer 

staff in three years. 

Ates said he thought the timing 

of his departure would have the 

least impact on the department 

and the city. 

The job opening has not yet 

been posted, and the city s next 

step will be to put in place an 

interim fire chief. 

Eudora City Councilman Tim 

Reazin currently is the deputy fire 

chief. The council has twice voted 

to allow volunteers for the city tc 

hold city government positions. 
Reazin said he would fill the position 

of interim chief and take no 

salary. However, he noted the possible 

conflicts that could cause within 

the council and said he wouldn t 

actively pursue the position. 

Harrenstein said it was too early 

in the process to say what he oi 

the council would decide. 

I will be providing recommendations 

to the council in the next 

few weeks and they, together, will 

make a decision regarding what 

our options are for the interim 

position,  he said. 
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Destructive fire 

Fire Lt. Gary Kimball, left, visits with Undersheriff Bryan 

Murphy while Firefighter Corey Isbell douses still burning 

remains of a small mobile home at the northeast 

edge of Gas Wednesday afternoon. Owner Tim Boyd 

said he was burning trash when flames got out of con- 

Register/Bob Johnson 

trol In a stiff breeze and Ignited the structure. He lives 

nearby In another mobile home and said the one 

destroyed had not been occupied for a year or two and 

was of little value. 
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Christmas tree blamed 

in fatal Topeka fire 

A house fire that killed a 4- 

year-old Topeka boy was ignited 

when a child playing with a 

candle set a Christmas tree 

ablaze, investigators said. 

It was a live tree,  Topeka 

Fire Department Investigator 

Allan Stahl said Thursday. It 

was a very rapid fire that 

ended in a horrific incident.  

The boy was identified as 1 Holmes. 

The blaze broke out shortly 

before 7 p.m. Wednesday at a 

home in a public housing district. 

A woman and her three children 
were in the home when 

the fire began and spread 

quickly through a front living 

room area. The mother rescued 

two of the children before 

emergency crews arrived. 

Firefighters searched 

through heavy smoke and heat 

to find Davier, who was taken 

to a Topeka hospital in critical 

condition and died of smoke 

inhalation. 

BRIEFLY 
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A fire burned up about 35 

acres of grass Thursday 

afternoon southwest of 

Lansing, a fire department 

official said. 

The fire was reported at 

noon Thursday at 16715 

Dempsey Road. No injuries 

were reported. 

Rick Huhn, chief of Fire 

District No. 1 of Leavenworth 

County, said the fire started 

with a person burning trash. 

The wind caught it a little 

bit,  Huhn said, and the fire 

spread to a neighbor s field. 

Huhn said it took 

firefighters about 30 minutes 

to extinguish the fire. He said 

no homes or other structures 

had been in danger. 

Huhn said the fire was 

reported by someone who 

lives in the area covered by 

Fire District No. 1, which 

resulted in the response from 

his department. But the fire 

was across the street in 

Fairmount Township. 

Huhn said the Fairmount 

Township Fire Department 

was notified, and members of 

that department also 

responded. 

Fire burns 35 acres 
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iirefighter retires after 

years in Manhattan I 11  
Lt. Steven McCalluum is 

retiring from 
the Manhattan 
Fire Department 

on Dec. 26 

after 27 and a 

half years of 

service to the 

city of Manhattan. 

McCallum 
started as a R 

iireiignter on uvu 
June 8, 1982. 

He became a driver in 1984 

and a lieutenant in 2002. He 

has two sons who are also firefighters. 

Jeremy McCallum is a 

paramedic/firefighter for the 

Junction City Fire Depart- 

Depart(1 

(1 
ment. Samuel McCallum is a 1 

firefighter for the Fort Riley 
re Department. J 

Manhattan
Mercury

Manhattan,KS
Circ. 9652

From Page:
6

12/20/2009
32477

32477-12-20_6001

County:
Riley



Obituaries 
Harry R. Shortt i  

Harry R. Shortt, 80, of rural 
Belvue, died Sunday, Dec. 20, 

2009, at Mercy Regional Health 
Center in Manhattan. 

The family provided some of 

the following information. 
Harry was born on his family s 

farm near Belvue. on Sept. 3, 

1929, the son of James C. and 
Bonita Belle (Russell) Short. He 
graduated from Wamego High 
School and then enlisted into 

the United States Coast Guard. 
His service in the Coast Guard 
ended in 1952, and he lived in 

Albequerque, N.M., until 1957, 
when he moved back to rural 
Belvue to operate the farm with 
his dad. 

Harry was united in marriage 
to Betty JoAnn Lane on July 29, 

1985, in Alamosa, Cob. She survives 

of the home. 
He was an active and caring 

member of the Belvue community. 

He served on the Belvue City 

Council for many years, was a 

member of the Belvue Volunteer 

ire Department the St. 

Marys armers Union Co-OP, 
and the American Legion 
Harold Johnson Post 172 of 

Wamego. Harry worked very 

hard and loved his time on the 
farm. 

Other survivors include a son, 

Darrin Scott  Shortt and his 

wife Tracy, of Port St. Lucie, 
Fla.; a daughter, Diane Ecker 
and her husband Alden, of 

Sequin, Texas; his brother, 
James Shortt and his wife Marilyn, 

of Manhattan; one grandson, 
Kameron Shortt; four stepgrandsons, 

Codie and Tyler Fret, 
Leslie and Aaron Baker; four 

step-great-grand children, 
Logan, Hanna, Noah and Issac 

Baker; and two nephews, Steven 
and Russell Shortt. 

Funeral services will be held 

at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 23, at 

the Stewart Funeral Home of 

Wamego, with a visitation at 10 

a.m. until time of the service. 

Burial with military honors will 

follow in the Belvue Cemetery. 
Memorials are suggested to 

the Wamego Senior Center or to 

the Belvue United Methodist 
Church and may be left in care of 

the Stewart Funeral Home of 

Wamego, P.O. Box 48, Wamego, 
KS66547. 

Online condolences may be 
left for the family at www.stewartfuneralhomes.com. 
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