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New fire truck 

Rural Fire District No. 3 on a personnel training day with the new fire truck from California. 

- - 

Mitchell County fire district receives vehicle from Cahfornia7 

By Brian DeBey 

Staff Writer 

Early this Spring, Mitchell County 

Fire District No. 3 received a Ford Van 

Pelt El engine from a firefighter 

association in California. 

In February, assistant chief Carl 

Eilert talked to Riverside (Cal.) 

County volunteer firefighter 

association coordinator Jeff LaRusso, 

wanting to talk to Les Vaccarello, a 

member of  the La Quinta, Cal., 

volunteer firefighter association. 

Eilert said that three years ago, his 

district was represented at a Riverside 

County meeting. LaRuss& 
organization donated a 1985 Spartan 

Van Pelt engine to Eilert s district. 

The assistant chief later contacted 

Vaccarello, who asked if the Mitchell 

County district would be interested in 

getting another engine trom his area. 

Eilert told Vaccarello that his 

district would like the surplus engine 

in LaQuinta, and in March, Eilert and 

his fellow firefighters were informed 

that the engine was theirs. 

On April 1, they received the 1984 

or 1985 fire truck from California, 

later training with it this Spring. 

Eilert said that the recent addition to 

his district s fleet of vehicles enhances 

their firefighting capabilities and 

should help their response times. It 

gives them another structure engine, so 

they can place structure engines at 

both ends of the district now. 

With two engines, the district s 

firefighters can respond to a 

neighboring district or the city of 

Beloit for mutual aid without 

jeopardizing their own resources quite 

as much, Eilert said. 
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Audit shows energy upgrades paid back in 5-11 years i 

By Ryan D. Wilson 

 News Editor 

The city could save by upgrading lights 

and heating/cooling controls. the city council 

learned Tuesday -- but not right away. 

The council agreed Tuesday to submit an 

application for grant to the state of Kansas 
for energy-related upgrade based on an energ 

audit presented by Joe Hurla, of 360 

Energy Solutions. It costs the city nothing 

to do that, though the company asks to be 

the one to design the improvements recommended 
in the energy audit if the council 

decides to do them. 

The company estimates city-wide Internetbased 
based heating and cooling controls would 

cost $2 1.429. which would take seven years 

to pay back with utility savings without the 

grant. A city-wide lighting retrofit, estimated 

at $22,081, wbuld take seven and a half 

years to pay back. Heating and cooling upgrades 

to the fire station, City Hall and the 

city shop would take almost 32 years to pay 

back with savings. 

Hurla said its typical for heating and cooling 

upgrades to take a long time to pay back. 

Plus, the city s heating and cooling systems 

aren t all that far behind the tin 

for a few 15-year-old units in th 

eas of the fire and street departme 

weren t very City staff 

mindful about turning off heating 

ing when they aren t needed, he s 

The lighting upgrade will re 

bulbs with more efficient T-S bulb 

netic metal ballasts with electroni 

well as energy savings, the city s 

see more light output, and lightii 

longer hums or flickers. 

es except 

shop arts, 

which 

eem to be 

and cooliid. 

lace T-12 
and magones. 

As 
ould also 

g that 
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B squad blows up vojatile acid 

By Vera Sloan 

Colby Free Press 

vsloan @nwkansas. corn 

A state bomb squad blew up six 

jars of volatile picric acid at the 

landfill Monday, jars that had been 

found in a Colby Community College 

lab last week during a supposedly 

routine inventory. 

Picric acid is a compound that, 

when dried and crystallized, can 

explode because it is sensitive to 

shocks, heat or friction, said Susan 

McMahan, Thomas County 

emergency preparedness director. 

It all began last Wednesday, said 

Dr. Paula Davis, vice president for 

academic affairs at the college, 

when she asked for an inventory 

tof classroom equipment and suptplies. 

\. Chemistry instructor Chad Ma- 

Magee 

gee and some students doing the 

inventory discovered crystallized 

picnc acid in two rooms in the office 

area of the chemistry department. 

The discovery prompted 

college officials to call the county 

emergency management department 

and the city fire department, 

who in turn call iestt fire 

marshal s office in Wichita. 

It is not that unusual,  said Davis, 

for a chemical to have to be 

removed from a chemistry department 

in a school.  

When Magee saw the acid, Davis 

said, he recognized it as dangerous 

and called the college officials 

to tell them he thought it 

probably needed to be removed. 

There were six quarter-pound 

bottles of picric acid, with two 

being considered unstable,  said 

Fire Chief Bob McLemore. One 

was a third full and the other was 

two thirds full. Crystallization had 

begun near the top of the bottles, 

and anytime that happens, they 

are determined to be a hazardous 

product. The remaining bottles 

were hydrated and considered to 

be stable.  

Another discovery was a quart 

jar about a fourth full of white 

phosphorus. White phosphorus is 

a waxy solid that burns easily and 

used in chemical manufacturing 

id for smoke munitions and inndiary 

devices for military use. 

Davis said it is difficult to say 

h4w old the chemicals were, but 

tl biggest thing to do was to 

n sure to keep everyone safe. 

S the department doesn t use 

t e acid anymore, she said, the ins 

ructors chose to get rid of all of 

it even the safe  bottles. 

Barry Kaaz, dean of eternal af 

aff and buildings management, 

s4id he called the Colby Fire Dep 

rtment late Wednesday aftern 

on to tell them what the invent 

ry had turned up. 

Fire Chief Bob McLemore said 

h told Kaaz to secure the building 

hile he made some calls. 

Anything with this potential 

h to be taken care of by the Kans4is 

fire marshal s bomb squad,  

said McMahan. 
McLemore said he was told the 

bomb squad was training in Kansas 

City, but that if the chemicals 

weren t handled and the scene was 

secured, it would be safe to wait 

until the squad could get there 

Monday morning. 

McMahan said she called together 

a team from the fire department, 

city police, sheriff s office 

and the county emergency medical 

services, land fill and road 

departments, and began to put 

together an incident action plan to 

have ready when the bomb squad 

arrived Monday. 

There were 12 of us in the 

room,  she said, and we literally 

laid it out on the table what 

the possibilities were. We had to 

See ACID,  Page 3 

What is picric acid? 
 Picric acid is a solid yellow 

crystalline compound made 

from phenol, sulfuric acid and 

nitric acid. 

 The acid can be used as an 

explosives, to stain samples 

for examination under a microscope, 

as a preservative for biological 

specimens, in workplace 

drug testing and as a dark brown 

temporary skin dye. 

 The acid is stored in glass 

or plastic bottles under a layer 

of water. Metal containers can 

cause the acid to form picrate 

salts, which are even more sensitive 

to heat or vibration than 

the acid itself. 

 In dried and crystallized 

form, percussion or rapid heating 

can cause the acid or the picrate 

salts to explode. 
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VERA SLOAN/Colby Free Press 

T members of the state fire marshalÒs explosives unit (left) lowe 

ed a container of white phosphorus into a special blast trailer 
fc the trip to the landfill. It took three trips from the college chemis 

ry building to the trailer, designed to channel a blast upwards, 

allid a county dump trip filled with sand. At the landfill, the squad 

di a shallow hole (above) and detonated the chemicals. 
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