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feleb/rgting a century of fire fighting

Open house set for Sunday
at Baldwin City Fire Station

By JEFF MYRICK
IMYRICK@THEWORLDCO.INFO

In 1910, the Baldwin City Volunteer Fire
Department was chartered. On Sunday, that
century of fire fighting will be honored with an
open house at the fire station from 1 p.m. to §
p.m.

The 23 firefighters who comprise the depart-
ment in 2010 will be giving tours of the station
and equipment. They are the latest in a long

line of volunteers who have answered the call
to protect Baldwin City.

Fire Chief Allen Craig has been a part of that
group for 39 years starting in 1971 and has
served as chief for 26 of those years. He points
to the “old-timers” before him, such as Homer
Schoepflin, who was chief for more than 40
years, Archer Carlson, who also served as chief,
Dale Caruthers, Leon Rockers, Fred Plank, Larry
Francq and Alba Andrews.

“Thanks to all of the many past firefighters
that gave all of the new firefighters their knowl-
edge and leadership for many years,” said

SEE FIREFIGHI‘ERS, PAGE 3
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"I think I have some great guardian angels. I was lucky.”
LABONNA SPEAKMAN, of Topeka, the driver of the Ford Focus

Drlver surv1ves close call

ANTRONE L A Ted LR KLERG

A wteck on US-24 highwary neor NW. Mencken Rosd on Teesday morming lefl o 50-year-old Topekn woman injured.

Collision pins woman’s car under semitrailer

By Ann Marie Bush
THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL

Topekan Labonna Speakman’s survival
instincts kicked in when she realized her
gray Ford Focus was about to plow into a
semitrailer Tuesday morning,

She laid down in her seat, took a deep
breath and tried to remain calm.,

“As soon as I realized that I was not go-
ing to get stopped in time, that I was prob-
ably going to end up under the trailer, I
was thinking that I needed to stay focused,
that I needed to lay down on my side as far
as the seat belt would allow and do some
deep breathing,” said Speakman, 50, who
received only minor injuries despite her ve-
hicle being wedged under a semitrailer near
N.W. US-24 highway and Menoken Road.

Shawnee County sheriff’s CpL Tim
Kampsen said the tractor-trailer and the
Focus were eastbound on US-24 highway
when the semi driver attempted to make
a right-hand turn into the US Foods plant
parking lot. Speakman’s vehicle collided
with the tractor-trailer and ended up pinned
under the trailer, which was a Floyd Truck
Line Inc. semi from Beattie.

It was determined the driver of the semi
was using the left lane to negotiate the right

turn when the car, which was eastbound in
the right lane, struck the semi, said sheriff’s
Lt. Jay Simecka.

“In less than a minute, the driver of the
semi was at my passenger side door asking
if Iwas OK,” Speakman said from her home
Tuesday evening. “He brought me a bottle
of water and tipped it up to help me get a
drink-"

Another semi driver who was behind
Speakman’s vehicle rushed to her side, too.
The woman called Speakman’s daughter
and son.

Firefighters from Topeka and Silver Lake
had to remove the top from Speakman’s
car and extricate her. She was taken to
Stormont-Vail Regional Health Center by
American Medical Response ambulance,
where she was treated and released.

The semi driver wasn’t injured, and both
drivers were wedring seat belts, Simecka
said.

Shawnee County Sheriff’s Office, To-
peka Fire Department, Silver Lake Fire
Department, Kansas Highway Patrol and
the Kansas Department of Transportation

Please see DRIVER, Page 3A
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/Fitd rifed accidental !

By Ann Marie Bush
THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL

Topeka fire officials have ruled
a structure fire that occurred Mon-
day afternoon as accidental, said
Topeka Fire Marshal Greg Bailey.

Topeka firefighters responded to
a report of a possible structure fire
shortly after noon Monday at 3309
S.E. Bryant. The first firefighters on
scene reported heavy smoke and
flames showing,

All of the occupants of the struc-
ture were able to escape safely be-
fore fire officials arrived on scene,
Bailey said.

The Topeka Fire Department’s
Investigations Unit responded to

the incident and assisted, he said.
The investigation revealed the fire
started in the bedroom because
children were playing with a lighter.

The estimated dollar loss is
$13,000 — $10,000 in structural
damages and $3,000 in content
damage/loss.

There were no injuries reported,
Bailey said.

The Kansas Capital Area Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross was
notified and responded to assist
one adult and two children with
immediate needs.

Ann Marie Bush can be reached
at (785) 295-1207
or ann.bush@cjonline.com.
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Flre intentionally set

Blaze began in front room, investigator says

By Phil Anderson
THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL

An early-morning fire Friday that caused
substantial damage to a home just west of
downtown was intentionally set, authori-
ties said.

No arrests had been made by Friday eve-
ning in connection with the arson, which
was reported at 5:22 am. at a one-story
residence at 420 S.W. Polk.

Two men who had been in the home
at the time of the blaze were able to make
it outside on their own before firefighters
arrived on the scene, authorities said. No
injuries were reported.

Topeka fire investigator Alan Stahl said
the fire was started in the front room of the
residence.

Other details about the origins of the fire
weren’t immediately available.

The blaze was brought under control in
about 20 minutes, said Shift Commander
Cindy Holt, of the Topeka Fire Department.

Holt said the house was “fully involved” in
flames when crews arrived.

Most of the damage appeared to be con-
fined to the front — or west side — of the

one-story home. The fire also reached the
home’s attic area. The front porch was badly
charred and the front room appeared to be
heavily damaged.

Holt said the home’s occupants were in
the back of the house at the time of the fire.

“I don’t think they realized the house was
fully involved,” Holt said. “They didn’t real-
ize how bad it was.’

Crews continued to spray water on sec-
tions of the house an hour after the blaze
was reported.

Many neighbors gathered along the street
and on the front porches of nearby homes to
watch firefighters battle the blaze.

Some homes on the block are located only
about six feet apart, including the residence
that caught on fire Friday and neighboring
houses to the north and south.

The home that caught on fire Friday
morning was a rental property. The Kansas
Capital Area Chapter of the American Red
Cross was called to assist residents with their
post-fire related needs.

The arson remains under investigation.
Anyone with information may call Crime
Stoppers at (785) 234-0007.

- PHIL ANDERSON,/THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL
Topeka fire crews were on the scene of a blaze early Friday at 420 S.W. Polk. The fire was ruled arson.
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Fatal plane crash recounted

Walder said his boss, who was

Fannhand Says with him at the time, called 911 and

the two went up the tree-topped
Topeka Capital- Craft appeared tO hill about a quarter of a mile to the
: north. When they reached a clearing
T J(i(urrllasl b € ha'Vlng trou‘ble on top of the hill, their worst fears
opeka, were realized — they found the air-
Circ. 47801 TH%’CTP%WAL plane had crashed.
From Page: PERRY — As he prepared for his Walder said he ran to within about
la day of work Thursday morning on
7/2/2010 a Jefferson County farm, Matthew 15 feet of the aircraft and hollered to
32729 Walder looked into the blue sky and a male passenger he could see in-
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sensed something was wrong.

A small, single-engine airplane
was flying low above a tree line up a
hill just north of the farm.

“It didn't look right,” said Walder,
28, who works as a farmhand on the

property located about five miles
northeast of Perry. “It was too low”

Walder said he didn’t hear any
engine problems as the plane, which
initially was headed south, circled
back to the north.

The plane passed out of view.

Then, Walder said, there was “a
little blt ofa bang !

side. The man didn't respond.

Walder said he didn’'t go any
closer, as he wasn't sure of first-aid
techniques and also was concerned
the plane could explode or burst into
flames.

Instead, he said, he waited on
emergency responders who were
quick to arrive. Once on the scene,
responders found another victim,
a woman, who also was still in the
privately owned plane.

Both the man and woman were
pronounced dead at the scene, said

Please see PLANE, Page 11A
g

PHIL ANDERSON/THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL
Two people from the state of New York died Thursday morning
when their single-engine Beechcraft airplane crashed in a hay
field northeast of Perry in Jefferson County. /
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