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‘A rural Piﬁsbmg home

‘was destroyed in a fire

~ Sunday night.

. Crawford  County

‘Emergency  personnel

- responded to a fire at close

" to 9 p.m. at 170 Red Fox

. Drive in rural Pittsburg,

»

Upon arrival of the Baker

- Fire Department, . the

structure was engulfed in
flames.

The structure, owned
by Ester Fox, was com-

: pletely destroyed. The

CREL R IO Y JO% JNF T )

structure was unoccupied
and contained numerous
motorcycle parts owned
by Howard Brodie of rural
Pittsburg, which were also
destroyed. o

Thefirewasextinguished

" by members, of the Baker

Fire and Crawford County
District 2 Rural Fire depart-
ments. Also. assisting was
Crawford County EMS,
Law -enforcement has
called the incident “sus-
picious in nature,” and it

~is currently under- inves-

tiagation by the Crawford
County Sheriff's Office

-+ and the Kansas State Fire

Marshal’s Office.
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“ Fronténac smoke detector
program coming to an end

BY KEVIN FLAHERTY
THE MORNING SUN

FRONTENAC — A grant
program that has allowed
Frontenac residents to update
their smoke detectors is run-
ning short on time.

Frontenac Fire Chief John
Zafuta said that the depart-
ment received a shipment of
100 smoke detectors to add to
Frontenac homes that would
like one.

“We're even willing to
come in and install them for
nothing,” Zafuta said. “Or, if
you want to do it yourself,
you can just give us a call at
f

the station and pick it up.”

Zafuta said Frontenac did
the program about 10 years
ago, and might look to do one
in another 10 years. The rea-
son? Each of the smoke detec-
tors comes with a 10-year lith-
ium battery.

“You don’t have to get any-
thing changed for 10 years,”
Zafuta said. “All you have
to do is test them monthly.
We're starting to get calls
from people whose last ones
are starting to chirp at them.
Alot of what we’ve done have

See PROGRAM | PAGE 6A
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been reinstallations.”

The smoke detectors are
provided through a $6,300
Fire Prevention and Safety
grant the Frontenac Fire
Department received through
FEMA. The fund, which is
aimed at Frontenac's disabled
and elderly population, goes
toward the purchase of smoke
detectors, along with replace-
ment batteries for those who
need them. Zafuta said the
program allowed Frontenac
firefighters to give out enough
detectors for about half of
Frontenac’s houses, thanks to
a deal with First Alert. That
number is well above Zafuta’s
initial estimates of 250 to 300
detectors, which would have
taken care of about one-fourth
of Frontenac’s households.

Early on, the program
drew enough interest that
the department had a waiting
list for the new detectors, but
Zafuta said that list had died
down from that point.

Zafuta said anyone interest-
ed in the program should call
the Frontenac Police or Fire
Department and give their
phone number. The person’s
name and number were then
put on a list. Zafuta said typi-
cally, the department was able
to put in the detectors within
a few days, depending on the
homeowner’s schedule.

Zafuta said the program had
exceeded his expectations.

“It’s really gone pretty well,”
Zafuta said. “We're just wrap-'
ping it up, so anybody who
is interested should give us a
call.”

Kevin Flaherty can be reached
at kevin.flaherty@morningsun.
net or by calling 231-2600 Ext.

(134 —_—
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Frontenac Firefighters help to put out a fire at 412 Valley View in Frontenac.
The fire was started when the owner's car caught fire inside of the garage.
Frontenac Fire Chief John Zafuta said firefighters were able to pull the car out
of the garage and put out the fire. The house suffered what he called “minimal”
damage, including some smoke damage to the home and some heat damage
to the garage. SEAN STEFFEN/THE MORNING SUN
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Siiioke alarms touted

USFA encourages
planning ahead,
replacing batteries
every 12 months

By Mike Hall
THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL

Since the 1970s, when smoke
alarms first became widely avail-
able to households in the United
States, the home fire death rate has
been cutin half.

That is the message of Pat Berry,
owner and manager of the Topeka

Batteries Plus.

He wants to remind people of
the importance of having working
smoke alarms in their homes, and
replacing the batteries in them in
connection with the annual chang-

es from and to daylight saving time.

Berry also noted that 70 percent
of today’s fire deaths occur in homes
without a functioning smoke alarm.

And the United States Fire Ad-
ministration maintains a Web site
devoted to other precautions fami-
lies need to take.

“It's not a question of luck. It’s a
matter of planning ahead,’ USFA
advises.

This is the fourth consecutive
year Batteries Plus has joined with
the Topeka Fire Department in rec-
ognizing National Fire Prevention
Week next week and giving away
free 9-volt batteries to consumers.

The batteries will be available at
the Batteries Plus store at 6021 S.W.
29th, suite D, Friday from 4 to 7 p.m.
and on Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. Fire
fighters will be available demon-
strate their equipment and answer

questions about fire safety.

USFA recommends changing bat-
teries atleast once ayear and check-
ing the batteries at least monthly.
But it also recommends replacing a

fire alarm after 10 years.

But there are other concems, too.

“Knowing how to get out of your
home is just as important,” Berry
added, noting that more than 90
percent of adults haven't practiced
a fire drill in their homes in the last
six months.

Among the other recommenda-
tions of USFA:

B Never overload circuits or
extension cords. Don’t place cords
and wires under rugs, over nails or
in high traffic areas. Immediately
shut off and unplug appliances that

Please see SMOKE, Page 10A

County:

Shawnee
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Smoke: Fire\
precautions
important

Continued from Page 2A

sputter, spark or emit an unusual
smell. Have them professionally
repaired or replaced. Unplug appli-
ances when not in use.

B Use safety caps to cover all
unused outlets, especially if there
are small children in the home.

M Keep anything combustible at
least three feet away from portable
heaters.

@ Use fire screens in front of fire-
places and have chimneys cleaned
annually. The creosote buildup can
ignite a chimney fire that could
easily spread.

M Kerosene heaters should
be used only where approved by
authorities. Never use gasoline
or camp-stove fuel. Refuel out-
side and only after the heater has
cooled.

B When home fire sprinklers
are used with working smoke
alarms, your chances of surviv-
ing a fire are greatly increased.
Sprinklers are affordable. They can
increase property value and lower
insurance rates.

B Practice an escape plan from
every room in the house. Caution
everyone to stay low to the floor
when escaping from fire and never
to open doors that are hot. Select a
location where everyone can meet
after escaping the house. Get out
then call for help.

B Take the attraction out of fire
play by teaching your children that
fire is a tool, not a toy.

Mike Hall can be reached
at (785) 295-1209 or

\\__'mike.hall@cjonline.com
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“Thfée Pédestrians
hit by pickup truck

By Adrielle Harvey
THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL

Three pedestrians were struck
by a vehicle Saturday moming in
North Topeka.

Topeka police Cpl. Jason Gar-
ner said three female pedestrians
were walking across the cross-
walk at N.W. Gordon and Topeka
Boulevard just after 10 a.m. when
a Dodge pickup traveling south-
bound hit them.

Identities of those involved and
extent of injuries weren’t imme-
diately available, but Garner said

~one victim appeared to be “fairly

young” and another appeared to
be a teenager.

He said two of them sustained
minor injuries and the young girl
had some “black and blue” on her
legs.

Garner said the driver of the
vehicle would be issued multiple
citations, but officers had yet to
determine what those would be.

American Medical Response
and the Topeka Fire Department
also responded to the scene.

Adrielle Harvey can be reached

at (785) 295-1285
or adrielle.harvey@cjonline.com.
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Free 9-voit will
be given out Thursday through
Sunday by Topeka Batteries Plus,
6021 S.W. 29th, Suite D, as part of
National Fire Prevention Week.
Consumers also can learn about
smoke alarm safety during the
giveaway. The Topeka Fire Depart-
ment will have a truck at the store
from 4 to 7 p.m. Fridayand 1 to 4
p.m. Sunday. Firefighters will give
tours of the equipment and taU
about fire safety.
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. = Stephen Johnson will read his
o= book, “My Little Red Fire Truck,”
P 3 p.m. today, Lawrence Public
Library, 707 Vermont. A firefighter
from Lawrence-Douglas County
Fire and Medical will talk about
firefighting gear and equipment.
County:
Shawnee
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