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Sunday fire destroys 

Pittsburg home 
A rural Pittsburg home 

was destroyed in a fire 

Sunday night. 

Crawford County 

Emergency personnel 

responded to a fire at close 

to 9 p.m. at 170 Red Fox 

Drive in rural Pittsburg. 

Upon arrival of the Baker 

Fire Department, the 

structure was engulfed In 

flames. 

The structure, owned 

by Ester Fox, was completely 

destroyed. The 

: 
structure was unoccupied 

and contained numerous 

motorcycle parts owned 

by Howard Bmdieof rural 

 Pittsburg, which were also 

destroyed. 

The flrewasextingulshed 

by members the 8Æer 
Fire and Crawford County 

District 2 Rural Fire departments. 

Also assIsting was 

Crawford County EMS. 

Law enforcement has 

called the incident suspicious 

in nature,  and It 

is currently under hivestiagation 

by the Crawford 

County Sheriffs Office 

 and the Kansas State Fire 

Office. 
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Fror smoke detector 

program coming to an end 
BY KEVIN flABERTY 
THE MORNING SUN 

FRONTENAC  A grant 

program that has allowed 

Frontenac residents to update 

their smoke detectors is running 

short on time. 

Frontenac Fire Chief John 

Zafuta said that the department 

received a shipment of 

100 smoke detectors to add to 

Frontenac homes that would 

like one. 

We re even willing to 

come in and install them for 

nothing,  Zafuta said. Or, if 

you want to do it yourself, 

you can just give us a call at 

the station and pick it up.  

Zafuta said Frontenac did 

the program about 10 years 

ago, and might look to do one 

in another 10 years. The reason? 

Each of the smoke detectors 

comes with a 10-year lithium 

battery. 

You don t have to get anything 

changed for 10 years,  

Zafuta said. All you have 

to do is test them monthly. 

We re starting to get calls 

from people whose last ones 

are starting to chirp at them. 

A lot of what we ve done have 

See PROGRAM PAGE BA 

Pittsburg
Morning Sun
Pittsburg,KS

Circ. 7579
From Page:

1
10/7/2009

32600

32600-10-07_1003

County:
Crawford



) 

Coming. 

to an end 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE tA 

been reinstªllations.Ô 

The smoke detectors are 

provided through a $6,300 

Fire Prevention and Safety 

grant the Frontenac Fire 

Department received through 

FEMA. The fund, which is 

aimed at FrontenacÒs disabled 

and elderly population, goes 

toward the purchase of smoke 

detectors, along with replacement 

batteries for those who 

need them. Zafuta said the 

program allowed Frontenac 

firefighters to give out enough 

detectors for about half of 

FrontenacÒs houses, thanks to 

a deal with First Alert. That 

number is well above ZafutaÒs 

initial estimates of 250 to 300 

detectors, which would have 

taken care of about one-fourth 

of FrontenacÒs households. 

Early on, the program 

drew enough interest that 

the department had a waiting 

list for the new detectors, but 

Zafuta said that list had died 

down from that point. 

Zafuta said anyone interested 

in the program should call 

the Frontenac Police or Fire 

Department and give their 

phone number. The personÒs 

name and number were then 

put on a list. Zafuta said typically, 

the department was able 

to put in the detectors within 

a few days, depending on the 

homeownerÒs schedule. 

Zafuta said the program had 

exceeded his expectations. 

ÓItÒs really gone pretty well,Ô 

Zafuta said. ÓWeÒre just wrapping 

ping it up, so anybody who 

is interested should give us a 

call.Ô 

Kevin Flaherty can be reached 

at kevin.flaherty@morningsun. 

net or by calling 231-2600 Ext. 

(134 
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STRUCTURE FIRE 

Frontenac Firefighters help to put out a fire at 412 Valley View in Frontenac. 

The fire was started when the owner s car caught fire inside of the garage. 

Frontenac Are Chief John Zafuta said firefighters were able to pull the car out 

of the garage and put out the fire. The house suffered what he called minimal  

damage, Including some smoke damage to the home and some heat damage 

to the garage. SEAN STEFFEN/THE MORNING SUN , 
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Sliloke alarms touted 
USFA encourages 

planning ahead, 

replacing batteries 

every 12 months 

By Mike Hall 
ThE CAPITAL-JOURNAL 

Since the 197Os when smoke 

alarms first became widely available 

to households in the United 

States, the home fire death rate has 

been cut in haiL 

That is the message of Pat Berry, 

owner and manager of the Topeka 

Batteries Plus. 

He wants to remind people of 

the importance of having working 

smoke alarms in their homes, and 

replacing the batterie,s in them in 

connection with the annual chang 

changes from and to daylight saving lime. 

Berry also noted that 70 percent 

of today s fire deaths occur in homes 

without a ftmctioning smoke alarm. 

And the United States Fire Adnimistration 

maintains a Web site 

devoted to other precautions families 

need to take. 

NIt s not a question of luck It s a 

matter of planning ahead,  USFA 

advises. 

This is the fourth consecutive 

year Batteries Plus has joined with 

the Topeka Fire Depariment in recognizing 

National Fire Prevention 

Week next week and giving away 

free 9-volt batteries to consumers. 

The batteries will be available at 

the Batteries Plus store at 6021 S.W. 

29th, suiteD, Friday from 4 to 7p.m. 

and on Sunday from ito 4p.m. Fire 

fighters will be available demonstrate 

their equipment and answer 

questions about fire safety. 

USFA recommends changing batteries 

at least once a year and checking 

the batteries at least monthly. 

But it also recommends replacing a 

fire alarm after 10 years. 

But there are other concerns, took 

Knowing how to get out of your 

home is just as important,  Beny 

added, noting tI more than 90 

percent of adults haven t practiced 

a fire drill in their homes in the last 

six months. 

Among the other recommendations 

of USFk 

 Never overload CIrCUItS or 

extension cords. Don t place cords 

and wires under rugs, over nails or 

in high traffic areas. Immediately 

shut off and unplug appliances that 

Please see SMOKE, Page IOA 
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Smoke: Fire\ 

precautions 

important 

Continuedfrom Page 24 

sputter, spark or emit an unusual 

smell. Have them professionally 

repaired or replaced. Unplug appliances 

when not in use. 

Õ Use safety caps to cover all 

unused outlets, especially if there 

are small children in the home. 

Õ Keep anything combustible at 

least three feet away from portable 

heaters. 

Õ Use fire screens in front of fire 

places and have chimneys cleaned 

annually. The creosote buildup can 

ignite a chimney fire that could 

easily spread. 

Õ Kerosene heaters should 

be used only where approved by 

authorities. Never use gasoline 

or camp-stove fueL Refuel outside 

and only after the heater has 

cooled. 

Õ When home fire sprinklers 

are used with working smoke 

alarms, your chances of surviving 

a fire are greatly increased. 

Sprinklers are affordable. They can 

increase property value and lower 

insurance rates. 

Õ Practice an escape plan from 

every room in the house. Caution 

everyone to stay low to the floor 

when escaping from fire and never 

to open doors that are hot. Select a 

location where everyone can meet 

after escaping the house. Get out 

then call for help. 

Õ Take the attraction out of fire 

play by teaching your children that 

fire is a tool, not a toy. 

Mike Hall can be reached 

at (785)295-1209 or 

mik&hall@cjonhine 
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Three p destrians 

hit by pickup truck 

By MrleIle Haivey 

THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL 

Three pedestrians were struck 

by a vehicle Saturday morning in 

North Topeka. 

Topeka police Cpl. Jason Garner 

said three female pedestrians 

were walking across the crosswalk 

at N.W. Gordon and Topeka 

Boulevard just after 10 a.m. when 

a Dodge pickup traveling southbound 

hit them. 

Identities of those involved and 

extent of injuries weren t immediately 

available, but Gamer said 

- one victim appeared to be fairly 

young  and another appeared to 

be a teenager. 

He said two of them sustained 

minor injuries and the young girl 

had some black and blue  on her 

legs. 

Garner said the driver of the 

vehicle would be issued multiple 

citations, but officers had yet to 

determine what those would be. 

American Medical Response 

and the Topeka Fire Department 

also responded to the scene. 

Adrielle Harvey can be reached 

at (785) 295-1285 

or adrielleizarvey@cjonhine.com 
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Fie voft batt 
be given out Thursday through 

Sunday by Topeka Batteries Plus, 

6021 S.W. 29th, SuiteD, as part of 

National Fire Prevention Week 

Consumers also can learn about 

smoke alarm safety during the 

giveaway. The Topeka Fire Department 

will have a truck at the store 

from 4 to 7p.m. Friday and ito 4 

p.m. Sunday. Firefighters will give 

tours of the equipment and talk 

about fire safety. 

day throu B T 
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Stephen Johnson will read his 

bool  My Uttle Red Fire Tmck, 

3p.m. today, Lawrence Public 

Library, 707 Vermont. A firefighter 

from Lawrence-Douglas County 

Fire and Medical will talk about 

firefighting gear and equipmentj 
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No &tuse 

for fire 

found 
By FOSS FARRAR 
Staff Writer 

The cause of a recent fire that destroyed a 

two-story home at 213 E. Central Ave. has been 

designated as undetermined, an Arkansas City Fire 

Department official said today. 

Even though there were positive hits  from a 

dog trained to sniff out liquids such as gasoline that 

would accelerate the spread of a fire, tests from a 

Wichita forensic lab were inconclusive, said ACFD 
Fire Marshal Gary Bowker. 

The fire broke out late the night of Aug. 27. The 

large house in the dhwntown area was built in 1915, 

and had recently gone into foreclosure, a former 

owner said. 

Its current owner, from Dallas, was sleeping in 

the downstairs of the house when the blaze broke 

out, he said. He was awakened by flashlights beaming 

through a window after the fire gained full fury 

upstairs. After being escorted out of the house by a 

policeman, he was taken to an ambulance on site, 

where paramedics gave him a few oxygen treatments. 

He did not suffer serious injury and was not 

transported to the hospital. 

Bowker said a dog trained to detect fire accelerants 

was brought to the scene the morning of the 

fire. The dog alerted investigators to the presence of 

ignitable liquids, he said. 

But recently completed laboratory tests perform . on samples of4he fire debriswere inconclusive, 

he added. 

Their sense of smell is greater than what the lab 

detects,  Bowker said of the trained canines. 

Unless further evidence is discovered, the investigation 

into the fire is closed, he said. One factor 

RRE 
three 
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