
fir honored for river rescuW 

By Janet Reid 

jreidfisunflowerbroadband.com 

They ll tell you they were 

just doing their job, but on Friday 

a group of eight local firefighters 

received a statewide 

honor for going above and 

beyond the call of duty.  

We risk a lot to save a lot, 

and we certainly felt that, that 

day,  Lawrence paramedic 
Mark Parker said. 

Parker and fellow firefighters 

at Lawrence s Fire Station 

No.3 were presented with the 

Tom McGaughey Award for 

their heroism during a daring 
river rescue on June 5, 2009. 

The award is named for former 
Wichita Fire Chief Tom 

McGaughey, who died fighting 

a fire in November 1968. 

The Lawrence firefighters 

were among the first on the 

scene of the rescue near the 

Bowersock Dam on the 

Kansas River. A 14-year-old 

Lawrence boy had slipped 

into the water and was stuck 

under a large log. 

We each took turns going 

into the water and holding 
each other  giving each 
other physical support 
because the current wore us 

out,  Parker said. 

The firefighters worked 

frantically to free the teen 

from the log, fighting the 

force of the current the entire 

time. Parker said at that point, 

their training in swift water 

rescues really kicked in. 

The child was under the 

log about 10 to 15 feet out into 

the water, and it s amazing 
how much training plays a big 
part,  Parker said. Just subconsciously 

you do your job, 

and I m just glad it was a 

favorable outcome.  
Parker said the boy was lifeless 

when he was pulled from 

the water. Paramedics were 

able to resuscitate him at the 

scene, before he was flown to 

Children s Mercy Hospital. 

Parker went to visit the 

child in the hospital a couple 

of days after the incident. 

The boy made a full recovery. 

When you sit back and 

reflect on what we did and 

what transpired, I think 

everybody has a sense of 

relief and a sense of pride,  

Parker said. It s what we do.  

The firefighters received 

the honor Friday during the 

annual conference of the 

Kansas State Association of 

Fire Chiefs in Manhattan. 
In addition to Parker, 

Lawrence firefighters Sandy 

Herd, Leo Leiker, Greg Mur 

Murray, Will Halligan, Troy Gourley, 

Kevin Fussell and Ryan 

Kelly were also honored. 

It was an exhilarating 

time that day,  Capt. Sandy 
Herd said after receiving the 

award. I have often reflected 

since then on the heroic 

actions of my crew and all of 

the people involved.  

And according to Parker, 

it s a day the crew won t soon 

forget.  we ll never forget 

that,  he said. We continue 

to talk about it to this day.  

 Courts reporter Janet Reid can be reached 

at 832-6310. 
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Practicing for worst-case scenario 

/ -I32/ 

City irefighters beef up skills 

by dousing natural gas fires 

Black Hills Energy 

trainers assist with 

department exercises 

By Will DuPree 

wdupree@ljworld.com 

4 ONLINE:s 
n t dt 

Representatives from Black Hills 

Energy made a stop in Lawrence on 

Friday to train the city s fire department 

for potential natural gas fires. 

Black Hills, a natural gas and elec 

electricity provider, travels around the 

four states it serves  Kansas, Iowa, 

Nebraska and Colorado  to teach 

the proper way to react in those situations. 

Black Hills Energy is involved 

with all of the communities we 

serve,  communications manager 
Curt Floerchinger said, and part of 

that involvement is working handin-hand 

with fire and rescue units.  

Three scenarios were created to 

test Lawrence s firefighters and 
teach them how to stop the flames. 

One station re-created a broken ga 

valve. Another displayed a gas 

meter fire at a home, and the third 

tested the firefighters on what to do 

if an automobile runs over a valve. 

Natural gas lines were connected 
to the different stations, so the firefighters 

practiced on actual natural 

gas flames. Natural gas is a safe fuel,  

Floerchinger said. If used properly, 

there s generally never a problem. 
But, if there should be, we want the 

fiie department to be prepared.  

 Northwestern University intern Will DuPree can be 

reached at 832-6342. 
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Nick Krug/Journal-World Pbotc 

LAWRENCE FIREFIGHTERS WITH STATION 2 etinguish.the flames surrounding an automobile during a training exercise 
on fighting a natural gas fire Friday on the grounds of the training facility at 19th Sti and Hask A 
Rpresentatives and trainers from Black Hills Energy were on hand to assist and facilitate the training. 
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J Di takes Smokey  to schools for fire prevention w 
BY TIM LINN 

TIMEs STAFF WRITER 

In the past week, 

Fire District No. 1 of 

Leavenworth County 

members have been 
busy  not with 

fighting fires, but with 

preventing them. 

Oct. 4 through Oct. 

10 marks Fire 

Prevention Week, and 

members of the staff at 

the district have been 

visiting schools in the 

city, talking about the 

basic knowledge 

needed to prevent fires. 

Rick Euhn, fire chief 

for the district, said 

the department has 

been visiting the 

schools for about 27 

years, starting when 

members of his own 

family were in 

kindergarten. 

Some of the students 

from that first year are 

also now firefighters 

with the district, he 

said. 

see STUDENTS on page A3 

TIMES PHOTO/TIM UNN 

Smokey Bear and Jake Will, a senior firefighter with Fire District No. 1 of Leavenworth County, talk to a class 

on Thursday at Lansing Elementary School about fire safety. 
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Students learn about fire preventiiüui 

Continued from page Al 

During the week, 

Jake Will, senior 

firefighter with the 

district, said the 

representatives try to 

reach every child 

enrolled in preschool 

up to fourth grade 

throughout Lansing. 

He said the 

presentations focus on 

some of the most 

important information 

for preventing fires Ù 

according to Huhn, it 

has worked. 

ÓWe donÒt have fires 

from kids playing with 

matches,Ô he said. 

There are still 

structural fires, but 

Huhn credited the 

presentations with 

helping to keep the 

numbers down. 
Among the subjects 

addressed in the 

presentations is calling 

for help using 911, 

learning not to play 

with fire, testing smoke 

detectors at least every 

six months, using a fire 

extinguisher, urging 

families to talk to each 

other about safe 

meeting spots and 

escape plans in case of 

a fire and how to stop, 

drop and roll. 

Also throughout the 

week, Will said the 

department offers tours 

of its trucks and a 

chance to escape a bus 

filled with fake smoke. 

Each year, he said the 

district tries to have 

different things to keep 

the presentations fresh. 

ÓWeÒd like to think 

that we do a pretty 

good job,Ô Will said. 

This year the students 

had the chance to see a 

demonstration of how to 

Óstop, drop and rollÔ 

from Smokey Bear 

himself. 

To top the week off, 

Huhn said the 

department has invited 

residents Ù students 

and parents alike Ù to 

an open house from 1 

to 4 p.m. Sunday at the 

station at 111 E. 

Kansas St. in Lansing. 

On Sunday, he said the 

department will offer 

tours of the stationÒs 

equipment, answer any 

questions and provide 

activities like fire 

extinguisher practice 

and a smoke-tunnel. 
Will said the fact 

that the week is 

scheduled in October, 

with the beginning of 

colder weather, makes 

it a good opportunity 

to remind people about 

fire hazards like space 

heaters and fireplaces. 

ÓIt can be a bad time 

for fires,Ô he said. 

By talking to the 

younger students, 

Huhn said the 

department hopes the 

message of those 

dangers and the lessons 

of the presentations 

make their way to the 

adults in the 

community as well. 

ÓIf we can get to the 

kids, we can get to the 

parents,Ô he said. 
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By The Herald Staff 

Crews with Burkdoll 

Brothers, Hantoul. are 

cleaning the site of an 

oil tank battery that was 
destroyed by lightning 
early Thursday morning. 

Lightning apparently 

struck what s known as 

a gun barrel lank, causing 

the tank to explode 

at about ftlO am. Thursday, 

Jinitity Patton. field 

supervisor for the lease, 
said, 

iWo f thi ce oil tanks 

caught ft ic and were 

destroyed. A third tank 

also was damaged. 
Between 30 and 35 

THURSDAYBLAZE 
l 

Lightnin 

hit brings 

tank fire, 

explosion 
barrels of oil were lost, 

Patton said. Some oil 

spilled on the ground, 

but it was contained 

to the area and crews 

cleaned the spilled oil 

Thursday. 

We have to start 

plumb over,  Patton said. 

All the production line 

coming in from the wells, 

the whole field is burnt to 

ground level. It s pretty 

much a total loss.  

He said it was difficult 

to estimate the cost 

of the damage, but said 

it was expected to exceed 

$10,000. 

See LIGHTNING, Page 11 

LIGHTNING: What a way to start your day 

 (Continued from Page 1) 

Volunteer fire crews from Cutler, 

Pottawatomie and Lincoln-Ottawa- 

Harrison. fire departments were 

able to contain the fire using foam, 

Alan Radcliffe, director of emergen 
emergency management for the county, said. 
His department helped fire crews 
and the company clean the spilled 
oil. 

Patton said when he arrived at 

the scene at about 7 a.m., the fire 

was extinguished. 

Lightning strikes to oil tanks happen, 

though they are not common, 
Patton said. 

It s the first one I ve lost to lightning, 

and I ve been doing this 20 

years,  he said. 

What a way to start your day.  
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