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raid and Dariene 

ackson have been cornig 

to the Firefighters 

luseum Parade ever 

Lnce their youngest 

in showing a big intertrucks. 

le s all about fire 

Darlene Jackson said 

Saturday, pointing to Matthew, 3. 
So s this one,  Gerald Jackson 

said of Alex, 6. We ve been 

coming for about four years. 

This year, we have a son in it.  

Their oldest, seventh-grader 

Tristan Baker, was marching 
with the Hamilton Middle 

School ROTC squad, which led 
the parade up Broadway from 
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KANSAS.COM 
a video from Saturday s firefighter parade at Kansas.com. 

Photos by Mike Hutmacher/The Wichita Eagle 
Sedgwick County fire Lt. Richard Janne drives an antique fire truck up Broadway in the seventh 
annual Firefighters Museum parade on Saturday. 
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If you go 
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What: Ceremo 
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When: 1:30 p. 

How much: F 
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also is free. 

PARADE 
From Page lB 

Pawnee to Lincoln. 

Hamilton parents were among 

the few who came out on the 40- 

degree, cloudy afternoon. 

Antique fire engines, which are 
usually on display in the museum, 

and a smoldering house on 

wheels, courtesy of the Derby Fire 

and Rescue unit, were also a part 

of the parade. 

It ended at the Kansas 

Firefighters Museum and the 

South Central Neighborhood Fall 
Festival at adjacent Lincoln Park, 

which offered free hot dogs to visitors. 

The celebration turns somber 
today when the name of a Topeka 
firefighter is added to the museumÒs 

Fallen Firefighters Memorial 

in a ceremony honoring Kansas 
firefighters who have died in the 

line of duty. 

Silas Brown was killed in 1926 

when he fell from an aerial 

firetruck that was rushing to a 

blaze. His name wasdiscovered 

during a search for unrelated 

information about another fallen 

firefighter from the 1950s. 

Contributing: Associated Press 

Reach Ron Sylvester at 3f 6-268-6514 

or rsylvester@wichitaeagle.com. 
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sdmetimes wood burning stoves or fireplaces, 

you can get into alternative 

means or portable heaters, 

things like that  he 

said. There are always 

precautions that peo 

pie have to take. Probably 

the most important 

thing we can tell 

people this time of 

year is don t just turn 

that heater on after it 

has been sifting dormant 

all spring and 

 See CAUTION/Page 5A 
 . . .-. 
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USE CAUTION WHEN STARTING UP HEATERS, FURNACES 
b.. arCrIPA - 

By 

By JESSICA CRAWFORD 
Daily Leader 

The Liberal Fire De artment is currently 

going rom SC 00 o school 

throughout the district discussing with 

students the dangers that can accotnpany 

fire as a part of National Fire Prevention 

Week, But as days and nights 

begin to get colder, people are looking 

to their standard sources of heat to 

take the chill out of the autumn weather. 

According to Liberal Fire Chief Kelly 

Kirk, the time of year where residential 

fires are more prominent is quickly 

approaching. 

We see different types of fires at different 

times of the year  Kirk said. 

Typically, November through probably 

Februaiy are the times of year 

where we see the biggest incident of 

residential fires. That is because of the 

temperatures, and people need to use 

heating devices - there are all sorts of 

heating devices,  

Different types of heating devices require 

different types of precautions, 

Kirk said. And if those precautions are 

ignored, the results could be vety tragic. 

We see people using central heat, 
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Caution 
I Continued from Page 1A 

summer,Ò 

Many homes these days are 

heated by a central heat system. 

Kirk recommends having the system 

checked out by a professional, 

as many things could occur during 

the spring and summer months 

that could possibly put the home, 

and those inside it, in danger. 

ÓIt needs to be inspected and we 

recommend that you have it inspected 

by a professional,Ò Kirk 

said. ÓÑBefore you start it up, you 

want to do routine maintenance, 

cleaning the filters and cleaning 

the dust off of it, just to make sure 

it is in good working order before 

you start it. A profession inspection 

is not a bad idea because they 

can look at things like make sure 

the flue pipe is intact. 

ÓSometimes during the summer, 

people will have a new roof put on. 

The flue pipe might not be put 

back intact or it can be shifted and 

be up against the wood now, instead 

of isolated orcØntered like it 

is supposed to be,Ô he explained. 

ÓThen cØn be things like 

birdsÒ nests or spmething that has 

clogged it up over the year and 

cause it not to burn properly. It isnÒt 

like this happens commonly, 

but these are things that can happen 

over the summertime. It may 

have been running fine when you 

shut it off in Febmaty or March, 

but a lot of things can happen to it. 

You canÒt just turn it back on and 

expect it to work like it did.Ô 

With alternative means of heat, 

such. as space heaters, the most 

important thing, Kirk warned, is to 

follow the manufacturerÒs instructions. 

He also said that such 

heaters are not meant to be used 

for a long period of time. 

ÑSpace heaters, make sure you 

leave adequate clearance around 

them,Ô he said. ÓProbably the most 

common thing with spaceÒ heaters 

is some of the older ones donÒt 

have tip triggers in them so if they 

tip over they donÒt shut off. Then if 

they are too close to curtains or 

bedding, a pile of clothes on the 

floor or if you get them too close to 

combustibles, they can sit there 

and heat it and heat it and heat it 

and eventually catch them on fire 

over a period of time. 

ÓThese heaters are only meant to 

heat a small space while itÒs occupied,Ô 

he continued. ÑObviously, 

we wouldnÒt recommend that you 

leave them on all night, they are 

not designed to be permanent heat 

for a room. They are temporaiy 

while the room is occupied, so you 

have to be careful 

Kirk said he has seen many dif 

ferent things g years that 

have been used as a source of heat 

for a home, but have not been a 

safe means of heat, 

ÓWe have seen some things that 

wotildjust scare a person,Ô he said. 

ÓWhen you get into alternative 

means, we would never recommend 

heating your home with an 

oven, it is not designed to do that. 

Firefighters wrap up their equipment after extinguishing a fire In the 600 block of South Lincoln in Liberal that was started when 
combustibles ignited near a furnace Sept. 29 after the residents had left for work. A fire alirm system notified emergency responders, 
which in turn saved the home from total destruction. Daily Leader file photo/Larry Phillips 
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The biggest thing is especially if 

you are dealing with a gas stove, 

anytime you use something that 

bums a fuel, the biggest hazard 

there is, carbon monoxide. 

Anytime there is an open 

flame, there is going to be carbon 

monoxide present,Ô he explained. 

ÓEspecially in the winter time 

when the hou is shut up and the 

windows are sealed, it Ñhas a 

chance to build up and reach poisonous 

levels.Ô 

In the event of a fire, according 

to Kirk, early detection is the best 

way to ensure the safety of the 

family inside oi the home. 

ÓThe key thing is early detection,Ô 

he said. ÓThere are always 

going to be accidental fires, you 

canÒt always prevent every single 

one of them. But you have to take 

precautions to give you early warnings 

so you can escape from the 

fire, That always goes back to 

working smoke detectors on every 

floor of your home. We hope that 

if you have a multi-story home 

with a basement or an upstairs 

that they are interconnected. So if 

the fire starts in the basement, it. 

sounds the alarm in the upper 

floors as well.Ô 

It j ,ajways wise to practice an. 

escape plan in case a fire does happen 

to occur inside the home. It is 

always easier to get out, Kirk said, 

if a plan.is already in place. 

ÓPractice an escape plan and 

make sure you have early detec-. 

tio Kirk said, ÓAn escape plan is 

very important, especially if you 

have younger children, they are 

the ones most likely to panic or tn 

to hide and get themselveslost trying 

to find help to get out. If you 

have infants or young children, 

even if you have elderly family 

members who arenÒt able to care 

for themselves, they are at risk, too 

so you need to make a pkin for 

them, too, I always tell people that 

it is best to know who is going to 

go to what childÒs room to make 

sure they get out OK.Ô 

It may surprise some to know 

just how quickl a fire can spread 

According to Chief Kick, it univ 

takes a matter of mintiWs or an 

entire room to be engulfed in 

flames. 

ÓFire is verw sen fast,Ô he said, 

ÑWith all of the combustibles today 

made of plastic and things m,idc in 

give off a lot more heat, ÑpiCìliv 1 

room can go from a fire that. just 

startedto what we call flash over t.v 

where the room is fullcÒ involved in 

probably three to five minutes, 

That is when the whole i mi 

spontaneously igi 
ÓIt starts over in otic corner, 1 

burning and constantly heatÒ 

other things in the room,Ô hL 

tinued. ÓEventually they start i.Ò 

radiate heat back and the pIn 

of cau fire to escalate a ii 

faster as it grows. Ihc bigger a 

gets, the faster it grows.Ò 

So before eve flies up theii 

heaters, make sure thecÒ arc reads 

for their intended purpose by has - 

ing them inspected. According to 

Kirk, simple precautions can be 

taken to save a family from a tragic 

event, 
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STAY SECURE DURING FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, NATIONAL SAFETY MONTH 

This is both National Safety 

Month and the conclusion of Fire 

Prevention Week. Our fifighters 

in both Liberal and Seward Co ii 
have busy agendas. 

Fire Chief Kelly Kirk reports that 

Liberal firefiBhters are making the 

rounds to all the second and third 

grade classes in the district, as well 

as to students at Fellowship Baptist 

School in a two-part program. 

The first visit involves a safety 

talk with students, The firefighters 

actually bring the smoke house 

with them and students get a 

chance to crawl through. 

Students are then asked, as a 

homework assignment, to create a 

home escape plan. On the second 

visit, firefighters check each student s 

plan, and Sparky comes 

along to present a small reward for 

completion of the home escape 

plan. In addition, Kirk says, the station 

is called upon to do a lot of additional 

tours and talks during this 

month. 

Lieutenant Chris Standard of the 

Seward County Fire Dc rtment 

porte a eir re s 

made presentations in Kismet for 

kindergarten through third grade 

classes, talking about fire prevention, 

how and when to call 911, 

what to do if your clothes catch on 

fire (stop, drop and roll), flue exit 

drills at school and at hOme, and 

smoke detectors. 

The firefighters also visited the 

local preschool, showed the kids a 

fire truck, and talked about fire 

safety. All the visits included a firefighter 

dressed in full turnout gear 

he would wear into a fire so that 

youngsters would not be frightened 

if they were ever in an actual fire 

and saw a fireman in full gear. 

KIDS CORNER 

Carol R 

 Memorial Library has good information 

along the lines of child 

safety One item is the Kelly Bear 

series, which is a set of seven videos 

covering life skills education, with 

accompanying leader s guide, 

aimed at children pre-k through 

grade 3. Catchy songs are included 

as part of each video. 

The sixth in the series is Kelly 

Bear Teaches about Personal Safet 

3 Children learn how to stay safe 

at home by discussing fire safety 

telephone and 911 usage, and basic 

home security 

Also addressed is the danger of 

playing with matches, medicine, 

cigarettes, and guns Outside safety 

rules feature stranger danger.  

Themes for the remaining six 

video sets include Emotional Development 

and Self Understanding, 

Respectfulness and Friendship 

Skills, Social Competence and Positive 

Behaviors, Problem Solving 

Skills and Anger Management, 

Healthy Living Habits and Refusal 

Skills, and About Secret Touching. 

These are topics that parents in 
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