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C W PARADE DRAWS FIRE TRUCK AFICIONADOS

Engines still appeal to kids

BY RON SYLVESTER
The Wichita Eagle

rald and Darlene
ackson have been com-
ng to the Firefighters
luseumn Parade ever
ince their youngest
boys began showing a big inter-
est in firg trucks.

“This one’s all about fire
engines,”Darlene Jackson said

oy,

(77 I okl O 0 1)

Saturday, pointing to Matthew, 3.
“So’s this one,” Gerald Jackson
said of Alex, 6. “We’ve been
coming for about four years.
This year, we have a son in it.”
Their oldest, seventh-grader
Tristan Baker, was marching
with the Hamilton Middle
School ROTC squad, which led
the parade up Broadway from

Please see PAW

KANSAS.COM

Watch a video from Saturday's firefighter parade at Kansas.com.

Photos by Mike Hutmacher/The Wichita Eagle

Sedgwick County fire Lt. Richard Janne drives an antique fire truck up Broadway in the seventh

annual Firefighters Museum parade on Saturday.

MﬂHMHMMMdI —
smoldering house during the Firefighters Museum paradg, 1
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Pawnee to Lincoln.

Hamilton parents were among
the few who came out on the 40-
degree, cloudy afternoon.

Antique fire engines, which are
usually on display in the museum,
and a smoldering house on
wheels, courtesy of the Derby Fire
and Rescue unit, were also a part
of the parade.

It ended at the Kansas
Firefighters Museum and the
South Central Neighborhood Fall
Festival at adjacent Lincoln Park,
which offered free hot dogs to vis-

itors.

The celebration turns somber ,
today when the name of a Topeka
firefighter is added to the muse-
um’s Fallen Firefighters Memorial
in a ceremony honoring Kansas
firefighters who have died in the
line of duty.

Silas Brown was killed in 1926
when he fell from an aerial
firetruck that was rushing to a
blaze. His name was.discovered
during a search for unrelated
information about another fallen
firefighter from the 1950s.

Contributing: Associated Press

Reach Ron Sylvester at 316-268-6514
or rsylvester@wichitaeagle.com. S
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USE EAUTION WHEN STARTING UP HEATERS, FURNACES

By JESSICA CRAWFORD
* Daily Leader

The Liberal Fire Department is cut-
rently~going from schoo! 16 school
throughout the district discussing with
students the dangers that can accom-
pany fire as a part of National Fite Pre-
vention Week. But as days and nights
begin to get colder, people are looking
to their standard sources of heat to
take the chill out of the autumn weath-
er.

According to Liberal Fire Chief Kel-
ly Kirk, the time of year where residen-
tial fires are more prominent is quickly

approaching,’ ’

"We see ifferent types of fires at dif-
ferent times of the year” Kitk said.
“Typically, November through proba-
bly February are the times of year
where we see the biggest incident of
residential fires. That is because of the
temperatures, and people need to use
heating devices - there are all sorts of
heating devices.”

Different types of heating devices re-
quire different types of precautions,
Kirk said. And if those precautions ate
ignored, the results could be very trag-
ic.

“We see people using central heat,

means or portable heaters,
things like - that,” he
said. “There are always
precautions that peo-
ple have to take. Prob-
ably the most impor-
tant thing we can tell

people this time of

year is don't just turn
that heater on after it
has been sitting dor-

mant all spring and

A\
A

sometimes wood burning stoves or fire-
places, you can get into alternative

B See CAUTION/Pige 5A
AN\
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Caution ...

sumnmer.” : :
Many homes these days are
heated by a central heat system.
Kirk recommends having the sys-
tem checked out by a professional,
as many things could occur during
the spring and summer months

that could possiblv put the home,

and those inside it, in danger.

“It needs to be inspected and we
recommend that vou have it in-
spected by a professional,” Kirk
said. “Before you start it up, you
want to do routine maintenance,
cleaning the filters and cleaning
the dust off of it, just to make sure
it is in good working order before
vou start it. A professional inspec-
tion is not a bad idea because they
can look at things like make sure
the flue pipe is intact.

“Sometimes during the summer,
people will have a new roof put on.
The flue pipe might not be put

Firefighters wrap up their equipment after extinguishing a fire in the 600 block of Soljthijulncoln in Liberal that was started when
combustibles ignited near a furnace Sept. 29 after the residents had left for work.

back intact or it can be shifted and
be up against the wood now, in-
stead of isolated or centered like it
is supposed ta be," he explained.
“Then-there can be things like
birds’ nests or something that has
clogged it up ‘over the year and
cause it not to burn properly. It is-
n't like this happens commonly,
but these are things that can hap-
pen over the summertime, It may
have been running fine when you
shut it off in February or March,
buta lot of things can happen to it.
“You can't just turn it back on and
expect it to work like it did.”

With alternative means of heat,
such. as space heaters, the most
important thing, Kirk warned, is to
follow the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. He also said that such
heaters are not meant to be used
for a long period of time.

“Space heaters, make sure you
leave adequate clearance around
them,” he said. “Probably the most
common thing with space: heaters
is some of the older ones dont
have tip triggers in them so if they

which in turn saved the home from total destruction. Daily Leader file photo/Larry Phillips

~~ a1l Ny
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A fire nianh_system notified emergency responders,

tip over they don't shut off. Then if
they are too close to curtains or
bedding, a pile of clothes on the
floor or if you get them too close to
combustibles, they can sit there
and heat it and heat it and heat it
and eventually catch them on fire
over a period of time.

“These heaters are only meant to
heat a small space while it's occu-
pied,” he continued. “Obviously,
we wouldn't recommend that vou
leave them on all night, they are
not designed to be permanent heat
for a room. They are temporary
while the room is occupied, so you
have to be careful.”

Kirk sdid he has seen many dif-
ferent things over the years that
have been used as a source of heat
for a home, but have not been a
safe means of heat,

~“We have seen some things that
would just scare a person,” he said.
“When vou get into alternative
means, we would never recom-
mend heating your home with an
oven, it is not designed to do that.
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The biggest thing is especially if
you are dealing with a gas stove,
anytime you use something that
burns a fuel, the biggest hazard
there is carbon monoxide.

“Anytime there is an open
flame, there is going to be carbon
monoxide present,” he explained.
“Especially in the winter time
when the house is shut up and the
windows are sealed, it has a
chance to build up and reach poi-
sonous levels.”

In the event of a fire, according
to Kirk, early detection is the best
way to ensure the safety of the
family inside of the home.

“The key thing is carly detec-
tion," he said. “There are always
going to be accidental fires, you
can't always prevent every single
one of them. But you have to take
precautions to give you early warn-
ings so you can escape from the
fire. That always goes back to
working smoke detectors on every
floor of your home. We hope that
if you have a multi-storv home
with a basement or an upstairs
that they are interconnected. So if
the fire starts in the basement, it

sounds the alarm in the upper

floors as well.”

It is.always wise to practice an
escape plan in case a fire does hap-
pen to occur inside the home. It is
always easier to get out, Kirk said,
if a plan is already in place.

"Practice an escape plan and
make sure you have early detec-
tion,” Kirk said. “An escape plan is

verv important, especially if you

have vounger children, they are

the ones mogt likely to panic or trv
to hide and get themselves lost try-
ing to find help to get out. If vou
have infants or voung children,
even if you have elderly family
members who aren't able to care
for themselves, thev are at risk, too
so you need to make a plan for
them, too. [ always tell people that
it is best to know who is going to
go to what child's room to make

sure they get out OK."

It may surprisc some to know
just how quickly a fire can spread.
According to Chief Kitk, it onlv
takes a matter of minutes for an
entire room to be cngulfed in
flames. :

“Fire is verv, verv fast.” he said.
“With all of the combustibles todav
made of plastic and things madc to
give off a lot more heat, tvpicallv »
room can go from a fire that just
started to what we call flash over to
where the room is fullv involved in
probably three to five minutes.
That is when the whole roon
spontancouslv ignites.

“It starts over in one cornet. it 1
burning and constantly heatine 1.
other things in the room.” he .-
tinued. "Eventually thev start (o
radiate heat back and the piv -
of it causes,the fire to escalate a ot
faster as it grows. The bigger a fir.
gets, the faster it grows.”

So before evervone fires up theit
heaters, make sure they are reach
for their intended purpose by hav-
ing them inspected. According (o
Kirk, simple precautions can be
taken to save a familv from a trag-
ic event.
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STAY SECURE DURING FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, NATIONAL SAFETY MONTH

KIDS CORNER




