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FIRE TRAINING 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Members of Fire District No. 1 of Leavenworth County spray water from hoses 

during recent training in Lansing. Chief Rick Huhn said firefighters practiced 

operating pumps on two trucks using the same fire hydrant. 
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High-wire act 

City fire dept. 

gets lesson 

in pole rescue 
Will Klusener 

wklusener@themercury.com 

The Manhattan Fire Department 

is getting help with its rescue 

training from a new source. 

Manhattan Area Technical 
College s power and distribution 

class  part of the school s 

electric lineman course  is 

letting the MFD participate in 

its pole-rescue course this 

week. The experience is something 

fire officials hope will add 

to the department s rescue 
repertoire, which includes rescuing 

stranded people from 

bridges, buildings and trenches. 

Pole rescue training is 

mandatory for the prospective 

linemen. When they are finished 

they will be certified by 

the Kansas Energy Commission. 
Because they often work away 

from any fire or rescue crews, 

they must be able to lower an 

electrocuted or otherwise 
injured lineman to the ground 

to begin CPR. 

They ve got four minutes to 

get up there and get the man 
down so there s no brain damage,  

said instructor Rex Fair, 

who spent 32 years as a lineman 

for Bluestem Electric in 

Wamego. They also have to 

know when to kill a line if a 

man is energized.  

On Wednesday, instructors 

demonstrated to students and 

firefighters several ways to 

secure a rope around the pole 

top and lower a nearly 200- 

pound dummy to the grass. The 

methods varied widely, including 

simply wrapping a safety 

rope around the pole s cross 

arm and under the dummy s 
arms. A surprising trick 

involved driving a flat-head 

screwdriver into the pole and 

using it to anchor the rope. 

Fair said he hopes this training 

sticks with the students, 

because MATC has had at least 

two lineman graduates killed. 
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Staff photo by Michael Schweitzer 

Wade McKinley, a member of the Manhattan Fire Department, lowers down a practice 

dummy to the ground during high elevation rescue exercises at the Manhattan Area Technical 

College Wednesday morning. Members of the fire department learned new rescue techniques 

while practicing with the students and teachers at the electrical power and distribution 

class. 
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High-wire act 
raise the ladder up to the top of 

the pole and secure it with a 

rope. If the pole is too tall, firefighters 

on either side of the 

ladder will secure it to the 

ground with rope; if the rescuer 
is ÓenergizedÔ the metal ladder 

wonÒt take out the firefighters 

on the ground. 

Wordon said he hopes this 

course will add to his rescuersÒ 

skillset. He would like to add 

this to the MFDÒs quarterly 

training schedule. There is, 

after all, he said, no shortage of 

situations the MFD could be 

called on to correct. 

ÓYou could have a tree cutter 

thatÒs stranded or a sign builder 

or water tower workers,Ô Worden 

said. 
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KI alL small airports, punctualilLy counts 

'2009 Hays Daily News 

A 
ccording to figures compiled by the Bureau 

of Transportation Statistics, U.S. airlines are 

on time 78.9 percentof the time. At least, that s the 

track record so far in 2009. On time  allows a 15- 

minute window on either side of a scheduled 

departure or arrival. 

In Hays, the number is only 68 percent for the 

four daily flights to Denver. And that percentage 

even reflects improvement since the beginning 
of August. 

The city is justifiably bothered by the number 

of late flights and cancellations with Great Lakes. 

We expected things to change after Aug. 1 when 
the daily flights to Kansas City were scrapped in 

favor of doubling the Denver trips. 

But we weren t expecting that change to be for 

the worse. 

Neither, apparently, was the city. It s sad cornmentary 

on Great Lakes Airlines when the city 
commission felt compelled to begin monitoring 

flight times. Since the Hays Fire Department has 
to be on-hand for every arrival and departure, the 

commission had HFD record the airline s performance. 

What the firefighters witnessed was not 

encouraging. Of the 124 flights documented, 4Oof 
them were late and four were canceled. 

Hays might be a small aviation market, but customer 

expectations are the same as anywhei 
else. Planes are supposed to arrive and depart on 

schedule. 
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Brown and Nemaha County Commissions 

Brown County 
Tuesday, Sept. 8: The Board met at 8 

am. in regular session. Commissioners 
Warren Ploeger, Keith Olsen and Steve 

Roberts were present. Minutes were not 

available at The Herald s press time for 

the Sept. 9 issue. 

Sheriff John Merchant reported 27 inmates 

currently in the Brown County Jail 

and discussed numerous arrests over the 

Labor Day weekend. 
The board approved the Sac & Fox 

Liquor License in the name of Ronald J. 

Geise. 

Brown County Treasurer Cheryl Lippold 

reported on the Sales Tax Receipts 
for the month of June 2009. 

The board approved a motion to raise 

Transfer Station Construction and Demolition 

rates to $21 per ton for county residents 

and $24perton for out of county 
residents, effective Oct. 1. Ploeger said 

the rate hike will cover the recent survey, 

engineeringand desig of the C&D pit 

The board granted Extension Director 
Jennifer Ploeger s request for permission 

for the 4-H Council to host a chili 

supper on the courthouse grounds before 

the Halloween parade on Oct. 31. 

Emergency Management Director 

Jennifer Ploeger reported on a Homeland 
Security Grant for Iris software which 
alerts Emergency Personnel to emergencies. 

The cost to Brown County is only 

$1 per year for the nCxt five years. The 
board approved signing of the Memorandum 

of Understanding for the grant. 

The meeting was adjoumed at 10 

a.m. 

Monday, Sept 14: The Board met at 

8 a.m. in regular session, with all three 

commissioners present 

Sheriff John Merchant reported on 

various arrests during the previous week, 
with 29 inmates in the Brown County 

Jail. 

Merchant received word last Friday 
from the office of Senator Pat Roberts 
that Brown County will receive a stimulus 

grant of approximately $331,000, a 

grant for which Undersheriff Mickey Oruber 

had applied. The grant will pay for 

salaries and benefits of two current staff 

members and will allow the addition of 

two additional staff members. The grant 

is for two years, with the stipulation that 

the two new employees will be kept on 

staff for an additional year after the grant 

runs out. 

County Clerk Debbie Parker reported 

a possible gas siphoning incident with the 

county van. UustoGiafl JiUzz Ieoenmurgen 
was requested to add a locking gas 

cap to the van. 

District Court Clerk Lela Smith presented 

carpe bids fOr the three diitrict 

court offices in the Brown County 
Courthouse. The bids were: Carpet 
Plus, $4,145.20; Chancy Furniture Co., 

$3,923.40; and Jim Hills, $3,600. The 
board accepted the Jim Hills bid. The 
board agreed to pay for the carpet out of 

the Commissioners  budget; with the cxpØnses 

of the office furniture breakdown 
and moving of the furniture to be paid 

for out of the District Court budget 
Treasurer Cheryl Lippold was present 

for the bid opening of a $300,000 CI) 

currently held at Morrill & Janes Bank. 
The bids were: Hiawatha National Bank, 
1.64 percent; Morrill and Janes Bank, 
1.66 percent. The board accepted the 

Morrill & Janes Bank bid. 

The board accepted the auditor agreement 

for the 2009 audit to be performed 
in 2010, with Lowenthal, Webb & Odermann 

of Lawrence. 
Tim Cummins and Daniel Cooper of 

Treanor Architects and Greg Hellbusch 
of Straub Construction presented an update 

on the jail construction. The basement 

was poured last week, with plans to 

pour the floor this week. Overseer John 

McClain was present for the update. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:19 

a.m. The next meeting will be held Mon 

Monday, Sept. 21; 

NeÆaha Covnty 7 Sjpt 8: The Board niet at 

9 a.xn. in regular session, with Cominissioners 

Mark Wessel, OaEySooby and 

Tim Burdiek peasant. Mutes were not 

avadable at The &rAld s press time r 
the Sept 9 

Roail and a Superviso 
Ronnebauin and Office Manager Janet 

Liitdfl tepot*don mentissu s; 
Ronnebaum advised that crews started 

tearing upCharth Road la 

that they would be hauling 3-imhrokto 
that road last week. 

Ronnebaum plaruied to repair The 

parking lot at the Neinaha County Training 

Center in Sab tha last we& 
Linden rejiorted thatsh� sent an e 

mail to Mike Bowser at KDOT co 
ing the number of working days that 

are estimated on bridge project BFL 
Bowser let Linden know that KDOT will 

not have the number of working days 

estimated for this project until Novemher. 

The county cannot request a pro- 
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